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A Note About Our Newsletters             

 

We are in the process of shifting how we communicate within the ABC Vermont and 
New Hampshire Region! Our plan in the future is to send out two publications a month. 
The first is a newsletter, which will primarily be on the Mission and the Ministry of the 
Region. The second is a bulletin board, which will be on what’s happening in our 
churches. Those who are getting the newsletter by mail will receive both together once 
a month.  
 
If you have anything you would like to share in the newsletter or bulletin board, please 
email Kathleen Blackey at kathleen.blackey@abcvnh.org. We would appreciate your 
prayers and your patience as we make this transition! 
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From Rev. Dale Edwards – Region Minister         
 

“With the same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak, 
because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the 
dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his 
presence. All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is 
reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to 
overflow to the glory of God.”  2 Corinthians: 13b-15 

      Increasingly I find more and more people ask me where I 
“stand” on issues. Sometimes I think I can give an answer with 
some clarity and thought, sincerely trying to see the world 
through the lenses of Scripture. Increasingly I find some people irritated with me, because I will 
not join in any political ideology, as though any ideology is my faith and world view. There is a 
big chasm between ideology and faith. Ultimately, ideology calls us to place our faith in the 
momentary, the transient, and human accomplishment, rather than God’s eternal grace 
resulting in the redemption of ourselves and ultimately all of human history. The arch of 
history is not solely formed by human activity, rather the unfolding of history remains the act 
of God that is over and above all history.    

     Neither the moment, nor the expanse of history, looks daunting or intimidating, as we live in 
history, yet beyond history, in a sometimes inexplicable relationship with the risen and present 
Jesus Christ. Not long ago I was reading the words of David Brainerd, who described his soul as 
being filled with “unspeakable glory” having realized he really did believe. The words of John 
Wesley at the Aldersgate meeting, describe so well meeting the risen Christ. “. . . I felt my heart 
strangely warmed. I felt I did trust Christ, Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance was given 
me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.” 
If we die with Christ and rise again, being recipients of unspeakable grace, how compelling a 
passion to introduce others to Jesus and to live lives to change the world around us. And the 
living out of our lives together in a new life, is not compelled by anxiety, fear, anger, or rage 
but a desire that God’s grace would touch all, to the glory of God. It remains only Jesus the 
Christ who disempowers the nihilism of our times.  

      When I was still a pastor, I always liked to go church early on the Saturday before 
Resurrection Sunday and sit with God. Today the front pew that I sat in, that I thought of as my 
place to meet Christ, is discarded ashes. But Jesus Christ is still risen, alive, present, ever giving, 
forgiving, and sanctifying, embodying holiness and justice, grace and mercy.   And I realize in 
the end, all will be well, for in the words of Mary’s exclamation, “I have seen the Lord!”    

May Christ bless your Resurrection morning.  

Dale    
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Worship Workshop                   
The History and Theology of Worship 
Led by: Emmett G. Price III PhD, Professor of Worship Church and Culture at Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary 
Date: Saturday, April 22nd  
Time: 10:00am-1:00pm 
Where: Memorial Baptist Church, Middlebury, VT 
 
There is a $10 registration fee. Please send check no later than April 8th made payable to ABC/VNH (1 
Oak Ridge Road, Bdg. 3 #4A West Lebanon, NH 03784). This event is sponsored by the Institute for 
Learning and the Memorial Baptist Church. 
 
 
 

Annual Gathering 2017                   
The Annual Gathering will be on May 5th and 6th, 2017 at the Fireside Inn in West Lebanon, NH. 
Workshops will be led by: Dr. Roberto Miranda, Rev. Carolyn Clarke, Pastor Aaron Goodro, Dr. Moa 
Imchen, and Dr. Akum Longchar. On Saturday there will be a youth project with students in grades 5-8 
and childcare for ages 3 (and potty trained) through grade 4. Registration materials have been mailed. 
 
Friday                                                                                   Saturday 
10:00   Ministers Council Ann. Meeting                  8:30   Youth Project & Childcare begin 
  1:00    Afternoon program                                       8:30   Worship; Recognition of New 
  2:45    Business Meeting                                                      Pastors & Ordination Anniversaries 
  4:15    Meetings: AB Women; AB Men;                            Commissioning of IFL Grads 
              25toLife; Institute for Learning                   9:30   Speaker: Dr. Roberto Miranda 
  5:30    Dinner                                                             10:45 Workshops 
  7:00    Evening Worship and Communion            12:15  Lunch 
              Speaker: Dr. Roberto Miranda                     1:15   Worship; Rev. Dale Edwards 
                                                                                         3:00   Ice Cream Social 
 
 
 

Gove Hill Update                    
After the appellants attempted to expedite their appeal of the lower court ruling to Vermont Supreme 
Court, the appeal has been denied on that level and is being potentially returned in appeal to Vermont 
Superior Court. The appellants began with 9 points of challenge to the purchase by the potential 
buyers. The lower court found in favor of the buyers/Town of Thetford on 4 of the 9 points, with the 
remaining 5 were open to higher court decision. However after a series of motions and request by both 
the appellants and the buyer’s legal counsel and rulings by the court, it seems that future of appeal 
could be potentially made on 2.5 points or questions of challenge to the sale. Please continue to pray 
as this situation continues to work its way through the court system in a timely manner. In the 
meantime, the potential buyers have leased Gove Hill and have been granted a permit by the state for 
the operation its program. 
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Fresh Expressions Vision Day           

The trustees of our Region have decided to partner with an organization called Fresh Expressions. It “is 
an international movement of missionary disciples cultivating new kinds of church alongside existing 
congregations to more effectively engage our growing post-Christian society.”  
 
Fresh Expressions is a movement that is cultivating new forms of church alongside existing 
congregations in order to reach a changing world. Begun in England 10 years ago, it has resulted in the 
birth of over 2,500 new communities in the UK alone. Fresh Expressions has spread to Australia, 
Canada, New Zealand, and is also taking shape in the US. At its heart, Fresh Expressions is about 
empowering and equipping God’s people to develop creative expressions of church that can reach the 
increasing diversity of our society. 
 
On June 10th, 2017 from 9:00am – 3:30pm there will be a Vision Day at United Baptist Church in 
Concord, NH, and churches are encouraged to send members to participate. Cost is $20. Pastors can 
get continuing education credits for attending.  
 
What is Vision Day? 
Vision Day is a great way to discover more about Fresh Expressions. 
In an interactive format, you will have the chance to: 

 Hear how Fresh Expressions is renewing the church 
 Talk about the development of Fresh Expressions US 
 Learn more about the Mission-Shaped Church 
 Discover tools to start Fresh Expressions in your area 

 
To register for the event, go to: http://freshexpressionsus.org/event/vision-day-new-england/ 
 
 
 

Clergy & Ministerial Leaders Monthly Association Meetings      
 

Association Date Time Location Contact 
      

 
  

Central Fri., April 21 8:15 a.m. 
McKenna’s Restaurant, 

New London 
Dale Nicholas 

Green & White Fr., April 19 10:00 a.m. Littleton Diner Greg Vigne 

Green & White 
Active Pastors 

Tue., April 4 1:00 p.m. 
Community Baptist Church, 

Whitefield 
Greg Vigne 

Lakes Thurs., April 13 8:00 a.m. The Soda Shoppe, Laconia Linda Bolton 

Monadnock Fri., April 7 8:30 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Keene Charlie Boucher 

Northwest Tues., April 18 9:30 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Burlington David Wood 

Southeast Tues., April 11 8:00 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Brentwood Ken Lawrence 

Southern Tues., April 11 11:30 a.m. Blake’s Restaurant, Manchester John Cerrato 

Southwest Thurs. April 20 9:30 a.m. 
Calvary Baptist Church, 

Springfield 
Kathleen Blackey 

Women Mini-
sterial Leaders 

Mon., April 24 10:00 a.m. United Baptist Church, Concord Linda Bolton 
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25 to Life News and Events                                   
25 to Life now has a team working to help with the direction and events of this initiative. Team 
members – Stephanie Allen, David Denis, Jim F. Smith, Lynn Hubley and Mark Lowe - are meeting in 
April to pray and review upcoming events including Beach Day in June and the Family Retreat at Camp 
Sentinel in May.  

 

The Family Retreat is for pastors and pastoral families considering or committed to long-term ministry 
in Northern New England. If you've sensed God calling you to serve as a missionary for the long haul in 
your community, then we'd love to encourage and support you in that calling!  

25 to Life events involve lots of time to connect with others, food, and some brief ministry talks and 
discussions. You can expect to meet a wide variety of people who share your enthusiasm for serving 
Jesus in Northern New England. At past events, we've met people from many different backgrounds 
from all different parts of the country. Exchange of stories and ideas happens between those who have 
served a few months and those who have served a few decades!  

Since a long-term ministry commitment involves the entire family, this retreat is for the whole family - 
spouses and children are very welcome and encouraged to come. Activities for kids are available during 
the ministry talks and during some of the adult social time.  

At this year's retreat, Dr. Jeremy D. Wilkins, Associate Professor of Systematic Theology at Boston 
College will be examining The Theology, History, and Purpose of Vows in Spiritual Formation. Dr. 
Wilkins has a Ph.D. (Boston College), S.T.L. (St Mary’s Seminary and University), S.T.B. (Regis College), 
M.Div. (Regis College/University of Toronto), B.A. (Washington University in St. Louis). Prior to joining 
the faculty at Boston College, Dr. Wilkins was Associate Professor in Regis College at the University of 
Toronto, and Director of the Lonergan Research Institute. Prior to that he taught at the University of St 
Thomas for the Archdiocese of Houston, Texas. He is married with two sons.  

Dates: Friday May 26th 3pm to Saturday May 27 4pm (includes dinner, breakfast, lunch)  
Location: Camp Sentinel, 29 Lodge Road, Center Tuftonboro, NH 03816. Each family will have their own 

personal space in which to stay.  
Register: Contact Ben Stiles at (603) 539-4839 or info@campsentinel.org Please provide name, church, 

address, names of attendees, ages of youth and any allergies. We are thankful to offer this event at 
no cost to you, but if you cancel your reservation after the registration deadline, we ask that you 
prayerfully consider making a donation to cover the cost of food and staffing that Camp Sentinel 
planned for you. The registration deadline is May 12th. 
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American Baptist Women Ministries – Lakes Association Spring Meeting           
Date: April 26, 2017 – REGISTRATION 10:00 AM 
Location: Camp Sentinel 
Speaker: Rev. Kevin Van Brunt, Executive Director, Camp Sentinel 
Lunch: Love offering to go to Scholarship campers. 
 
There will be an ABW Association Offering. Please register by April 19th to Peg Winton (603-968-7643 
or ctwbroom@roadrunner.com) with name, telephone number, church and number of people 
attending. 

 
 
Amazing Grace Farm Sold                  
Robert and Catherine Robertson are pleased to announce that Amazing Grace Farm has been sold to 
Rev. Jeff and Deb Tibbetts, who will use it as a Christian conference center and retreat center for 
pastors.  
 
  

Remembering Rev. Dr. Hazel A. Roper         
We are saddened by the loss of Rev. Dr. Hazel A. Roper. Information about her life and ministry is 
below. 
 
The Rev. Dr. Hazel Ann Roper, 77, of Berwick, ME and Prince Edward 
Island, Canada died Saturday, March 18, 2017 at the Wentworth-
Douglass Hospital in Dover, NH.  
 
Born in Lowell, she was the daughter of the late Frank and Edith 
Roper. Hazel was a graduate of Lowell High School, Class of 1957. 
She earned a BA in Philosophy and English from Acadia University in 
Canada in 1961 and then went on to earn a BA in Divinity in 1965, a 
Master of Sacred Theology in 1970, and a Doctorate in Ministry in 
1987 from Andover Newton Theological Seminary. She was ordained 
in 1964 at the First Calvary Baptist Church in Lawrence. 
 
Hazel was the Pastor of Plainfield Community Church in Plainfield, 
NH for 20 years, an Associate Executive/Field Minister for the American Baptist Churches of New York 
State for 13 years, and a Field Service Representative for the Ministers and Missionaries Benefit Board 
for 10 years. Returning to her roots, Hazel was a member of Calvary Baptist Church in Lowell and 
served as its Moderator from 2012 until the time of her passing. 
 
In 1983 Hazel was the recipient of the Rosa O. Hall Town and Country Award for effective leadership in 
small town ministry. She received the Walter A. Telfer Award in 1987 for excellence in supervision. Her 
support of Interim Ministry led to her receiving the Joseph I. Chapman Award in 2003, and in 2014 the 
Conference of Baptist Ministers in Massachusetts bestowed on her the Daniel Sharp Award for "serving 
as an affectionate and honorable Christian". In October 2015 Hazel was recognized as a Lowell High 
School "Distinguished Alumni." (Continued on the next page.) 
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Remembering Rev. Dr. Hazel A. Roper (continued)       

Hazel enjoyed rug hooking, travelling to Prince Edward Island and volunteering with Habitat for 
Humanity of Greater Lowell. 
 
She is survived by her brother-in-law, George Simonian of Chelmsford; her nieces, Lucy A. Simonian of 
Alexandria, VA and Elisa (Simonian) and her husband, Mark Ouellette of Westford, MA; nephew, Kirk 
and his wife, Jennifer Simonian of Fayetteville, GA; grandnieces, Maggie and Ellie Simonian; 
grandnephew, Zachary Ouellette along with many family and friends throughout New England, New 
York, and the Canadian Provinces. 
 
Hazel was the sister of the late Lucy E. Simonian of Chelmsford, who died November 26, 2005. 
 
 

 
Prayer Concerns             
 Continued prayers for Rev. Dr. Robert Robertson and his wife, Catherine, as Robert continues to 

undergo treatment for lung cancer. 


