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A Note About Our Newsletters             

 

We are in the process of shifting how we communicate within the ABC Vermont and 
New Hampshire Region! Our plan in the future is to send out two newsletters a month. 
The first newsletter, which will come out at the beginning of the month, will primarily be 
on the Mission and the Ministry of the Region. The second newsletter, which will come 
out in the middle of the month, will be on what’s happening in our churches. Those who 
are getting the newsletter by mail will receive both together once a month. As we make 
this transition, we will be sending out interim newsletters, like this one.  
 
If you have anything you would like to share in the newsletter, please email Kathleen 
Blackey at kathleen.blackey@abcvnh.org. We would appreciate your prayers and your 
patience as we make this transition! 
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From Rev. Dale Edwards – Region Minister         
 

     Recently I was reading the concluding verses of Luke 9, where 
Jesus responds to the disciples and speaks in agrarian imagery; “No 
one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in 
the kingdom of God.” I am reminded of a Eugene Peterson title, “A 
Long Obedience in the Same Direction. “ Serving Christ seems to call 
for a steady long view of time and place, because it is too easy to 
plow crooked furrows. Not long ago someone asked me if I had 
chosen to earn an MBA or a law degree instead of attending 
seminary, would I be more satisfied with my life. And in all 
unvarnished honesty, I answered “no.” After 49 years of knowing 
Christ, I could not have chosen another way and be living the rich life 
I have be graced with. I won’t say I never have been distracted and plowed my share of crooked 
furrows or tried to manage the plow with one hand while reading the comics, but by God’s grace I am 
unspeakably thankful the way of the cross still captures and compels me. After 5 years serving as your 
region minister, I am thankful I have been allowed to continue on this part of the furrow.         

       In the most factual and practical terms, I believe our region ministry has reached a place of 
stability. As of today, only 12 of our 147 churches are searching for new pastors. God has blessed us 
with new pastors. This past year we projected a budget deficit of $120,000, and our actual was 
$64,000. Thank you for a robust regional offering of $43,000. Because of Bob Wyand’s dedicated work, 
we have been able to continue lowering our overhead cost. Yet paradoxically we have been able to 
care for and support the local church and pastor, via salary support, Silver Bean monies, mission 
support, Minister’s Council emergency funds, and pass through grant funding for a total of $77,000 in 
2016.  If we truly wish to be a mission infrastructure, our role is to move more and more resources to 
the local church and pastor. This year I am pleased with the support of the region and the Minister’s 
Council, in sponsoring a workshop on March 6th on the “Life Cycle of Churches” with Dr. George Bullard 
at Middle Street Baptist Church in Portsmouth. Next is our Annual Gathering on May 5th and 6th at the 
Fireside Inn in West Lebanon, with Dr. Roberto Miranda as the key note speaker. Dr. Miranda is a 
nationally known church leader. Then on June 10th United Baptist Church in Concord will be hosting a 
“Fresh Expressions” conference. This is an international movement of church renewal. Because I know 
renewal happens in the pews, I continue to travel the region and visit with pastors and churches as 
much as I can. Last year I placed 60,000 miles on the region owned old Chevy and have been warned it 
will not pass next year’s inspection.   If I have not visited your church on a Sunday morning, please 
invite me.   

      Having written the above, I must also confess that gaining stability does cause me some anxiety. It 
is too easy to sit down in the furrow and not see the landscape ahead. And the landscape is 
challenging. There are rocks, bumps and gullies, I haven’t seen before.  Some I won’t discover until I hit 
them. But I also believe the Gospel is timeless, and what is called for is a steady urgency, grounded in a 
timeless orthodoxy, formed by the Holy Spirit. I wonder what the mission and ministry of ABC/VNH will 
look like 10 years from today. Will we be a mission movement again, further inviting persons to Christ, 
planting churches, laying down our lives for other people? Or will we have become part of history, lost 
in an insular inertia? Because of Christ’s love for us, there is no other way than singing while plowing. 
And the way of the Cross is our miniscule returning of a sacrificial love.    
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Life Cycles of Churches                   
To all pastors and ABC/VNH Church leaders: 
Workshop on the Life Cycles of Churches 
Led by: George Bullard 
Date: Monday, March 6th  
Time: 10:00am-3:00pm 
Where: Middle Street Baptist Church, Portsmouth NH 
  
Dr. Bullard worked with ABC/VNH between 2005-2007. He is a member of the Columbia Partnership, a 
church consulting group based in Columbia SC. George brings extensive and varied church and 
denominational experience to the subject of church life cycles as this relates to church renewal. This is 
a no cost continuing education event. .5 CEU’s will be offered to pastors. All church leaders are 
welcome. Lunch will be provided. Please RSVP to the region office (603) 643-4201, by March 3rd, if you 
and/or any of your church leadership would like to attend. 
 
 
 

Worship Workshop                   
The History and Theology of Worship 
Led by: Emmett G. Price III PhD, Professor of Worship Church and Culture at Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary 
Date: Saturday, April 22nd  
Time: 10:00am-1:00pm 
Where: Memorial Baptist Church, Middlebury, VT 
 
There is a $10 registration fee. Please send check no later than April 8th made payable to ABC/VNH (1 
Oak Ridge Road, Bdg. 3 #4A West Lebanon, NH 03784). This event is sponsored by the Institute for 
Learning and the Memorial Baptist Church. 
 
 
 

Annual Gathering 2017                   
The Annual Gathering will be on May 5th and 6th, 2017 at the Fireside Inn in West Lebanon, NH. 
Workshops will be led by: Dr. Roberto Miranda, Rev. Carolyn Clarke, Pastor Aaron Goodro, and Dr. Moa 
Imchen and Dr. Akum Longchar. On Saturday there will be a youth project with students in grades 5-8 
and childcare for ages 3 (and potty trained) through grade 4. Information on registration will be sent 
out soon. 
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Fresh Expressions Vision Day           

The trustees of our Region have decided to partner with an organization called Fresh Expressions. It “is 
an international movement of missionary disciples cultivating new kinds of church alongside existing 
congregations to more effectively engage our growing post-Christian society.”  
 
Fresh Expressions is a movement that is cultivating new forms of church alongside existing 
congregations in order to reach a changing world. Begun in England 10 years ago, it has resulted in the 
birth of over 2,500 new communities in the UK alone. Fresh Expressions has spread to Australia, 
Canada, New Zealand, and is also taking shape in the US. At its heart, Fresh Expressions is about 
empowering and equipping God’s people to develop creative expressions of church that can reach the 
increasing diversity of our society. 
 
On June 10th, 2017 from 9:00am – 3:30pm there will be a Vision Day at United Baptist Church in 
Concord, NH, and churches are encouraged to send members to participate. Cost is $20. Pastors can 
get continuing education credits for attending.  
 
What is Vision Day? 
Vision Day is a great way to discover more about Fresh Expressions. 
In an interactive format, you will have the chance to: 

 Hear how Fresh Expressions is renewing the church 
 Talk about the development of Fresh Expressions US 
 Learn more about the Mission-Shaped Church 
 Discover tools to start Fresh Expressions in your area 

 
To register for the event, go to: http://freshexpressionsus.org/event/vision-day-new-england/ 
 

Gove Hill Update                    
ABC Vermont & New Hampshire is still working on the sale of Gove Hill. Although the findings of the 
court have generally been in our favor for this sale, the buyers will be heading to Winsor Superior 
Court. Please keep this sale in your prayers, especially that the court will go in favor of the sale. The 
Region Minister continues to work with our buyer and the buyer’s legal counsel as the appeals process 
proceeds. 

New Alpha Missionary Baptist Church Black History Event      
A Celebration of Black History 
Sunday, February 26th at 3:00pm at the Unitarian Universalist Society (152 Pearl Street in Burlington) 
Free and open to the public. Message will be given by: Reverend Dr. Toussaint King Hill, Jr. 
 

First Haitian Baptist Church of Manchester Update               
The Region has been helping this congregation as they work towards buying their own building in 
Manchester, NH.  
 
They have finally closed on the church building after months of working out the financing. In this 
transition, though, finances have been tight. Any financial help would be appreciated. Donations can 
be sent to the Region Office (1 Oak Ridge Road, Bdg. 3 #4A West Lebanon, NH 03784). 
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Camp Sentinel Update                                
Since 1949, Sentinel has been providing a summer Christian community for youth to build self-esteem, 
have meaningful connections, develop character, become strong leaders and to discover and explore 
creativity through the guidance of well trained staff.  We believe that camp is an opportunity for 
everyone and we are excited to see you and your family this year! 
  

Summer Camp 2017 
All Surpassing POWER! 
This 68th summer season we will explore 
the All-Surpassing POWER of God and 
what it looks like to store up this POWER 
in humble earthenware jars of clay.  Each 
day we will unpack a different aspect of 
how we are to live for God by standing for 
TRUTH, shining light out of darkness, 
storing up this treasure in jars of clay, and 
His life at work within us.  “We have this 
treasure in jars of clay to show that this 
all-surpassing power is from God and not 
from us.” 2 Corinthians 4:7 
  
Youth Overnight Camp Program 
(BG1-BG6) Boys and Girls Overnight Camp ($480) Youth 7-15 years old 
For over 60 years our camp has provided a safe, fun, Christian summer camp experience. Daily 
activities include: swimming, boating, arts & crafts, teambuilding games, ropes course with zipline, 
rockwall, archery, hiking, large group team sports, and many other great adventures. Each evening the 
entire camp gathers for Vespers which is a time of worship, singing and Bible study. Weekly Theme: 
Red Carpet.  On Friday evenings we gather at a special “red carpet celebration” banquet where 
campers dress up for a special dinner to celebrate the week. 
  

Program weeks: 
Sunday June 25th *, Sunday July 2nd, Sunday July 9th *, Sunday 
July 16th, Sunday July 23rd, Sunday August 6th (*campers may 
stay for two weeks) 
                

2017 summer brochures have been mailed to campers and 
churches.  If you need additional copies please contact the 
camp office 
603.539.4839 or info@campsentinel.org  Churches may 
email or mail roster of children with payment of $100 per 
camper to the camp office.   Register online 
at www.campsentinel.org 

  
 
 
 

tel:(603)%20539-4839
mailto:info@campsentinel.org
http://www.campsentinel.org/
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Camp Sentinel Update (continued)                 

Winter Youth Camp 
Sentinel Winter Palooooooza! ($70) Middle and High Schoolers 
Fri March 3rd 6pm– Sat March 4th  4pm 
Music. Camp Fire. Winter team games. A weekend you won’t want to miss! Friday dinner 
through Saturday lunch, activities and tee shirt included. Space is limited, register 
at www.campsentinel.org 
  
Year round retreats: 
Sentinel Lodge is open year round for churches and groups to come to the stillness of the 600 acres 
and enjoy a mile of water frontage. We are happy to work with your details and your budget, as 
Sentinel operates mission first. To book a retreat, please email kevin@campsentinel.org  2017 open 
weekends as of February 2017: 
February 24th  – 26th   March 24th  – 26th                October 27th – 29th          December 8th – 10th 
March 17th – 19th                 April 21st  – 23rd          November 10-12th 

 
Spring workday – the last Saturday of April 
Saturday, April 29th 8am-4pm 
Dust off the cabin bunks and help prepare the buildings and grounds for our 68th summer season! We 
would not be able to operate without the help of our volunteers. Volunteer work for all abilities and 
skill levels – all welcome! Lunch and group picture at 12:00. Individuals, churches and youth groups 
welcome! Please rsvp to admin@campsentinel.org so we may have a count for lunch and jobs set up.  
 
 
 

United Church of Lincoln Update                  
William Norton is celebrated at the United Church of Lincoln annual 
meeting for 38 (yes, thirty-eight) years of outstanding service as 
treasurer to the church here.  He has also assisted the region for a time 
sorting out some of the long-held but not well understood funds the 
region holds.  Someone who understands finances and legal 
responsibilities and has a high standard of integrity and faith is a 
wonderful servant of God in a local church.  We celebrate Bill Norton! 
 

 

 

Southeast Association Praise Nights          

The Southeast Praise Nights will be March 12th at Danville, April 2 at Third Baptist Church of Strafford, 
May 21st at Hampton Falls, June 4th at Middle Street in Portsmouth, and September 10th at Newton 
Junction. 

 

 

http://www.campsentinel.org/
mailto:kevin@campsentinel.org
mailto:admin@campsentinel.org
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Clergy & Ministerial Leaders Monthly Association Meetings      
 

Association Date Time Location Contact 
      

 
  

Central Fri., March 17 8:15 a.m. 
McKenna’s Restaurant, 

New London 
Dale Nicholas 

Green & White Fr., March 15 10:00 a.m. Littleton Diner Greg Vigne 

Green & White 
Active Pastors 

Tue., March 14 1:00 p.m. 
Community Baptist Church, 

Whitefield 
Greg Vigne 

Lakes Thurs., March 9 8:00 a.m. The Soda Shoppe, Laconia Linda Bolton 

Monadnock Fri., March 3 8:30 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Keene Charlie Boucher 

Northwest Tues., March 14 9:30 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Burlington David Wood 

Southeast Tues., March 14 8:00 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Brentwood Ken Lawrence 

Southern Tues., March 14 11:30 a.m. Blake’s Restaurant, Manchester John Cerrato 

Southwest Thurs. March 16 9:30 a.m. To Be Determined Kathleen Blackey 

Women Mini-
sterial Leaders 

Mon., March 20 10:00 a.m. United Baptist Church, Concord Linda Bolton 

 
 

 
 
Prayer Concerns             
 For the family of Rev. S. Benjamin Hamblett, III, who went home to be with the Lord on February 

11th. Calling hours will be on Monday, February 27, from 4-7 pm at Peabody Funeral Home on Birch 
St., in Derry, NH. A memorial celebration of life will be held on Tuesday, February 28 at 11:00 am at 
the Congregational-Baptist Church in Chester, NH. A reception will follow. Condolences may be 
sent to Mary Hamblett at 20 Beaver Lake Ave., Derry, NH 03038 and to Malcolm Hamblett at 63 
Summit Trails Rd., Weston, VT 03038. 

 For the family of Rev. Dr. Norman DuPuy, who went home to be with the Lord on January 30th. The 
memorial service will be on April 22nd at 1:00pm at the auditorium at Havenwood in Concord, NH. 

 


