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A Note About Our Newsletters
We are in the process of shifting how we communicate within the ABC Vermont and
New Hampshire Region! Our plan in the future is to send out two newsletters a month.
The first newsletter, which will come out at the beginning of the month, will primarily be
on the Mission and the Ministry of the Region. The second newsletter, which will come
out in the middle of the month, will be on what’s happening in our churches. Those who
are getting the newsletter by mail will receive both together once a month. As we make
this transition, we will be sending out interim newsletters, like this one.
If you have anything you would like to share in the newsletter, please email Kathleen
Blackey at kathleen.blackey@abcvnh.org. We would appreciate your prayers and your
patience as we make this transition!

From Rev. Dale Edwards – Region Minister
As everyone knows, the First Baptist Church of Lebanon NH was
destroyed by fire on Dec. 28. In the early morning hours of Dec
29 I found myself standing on the sidewalk opposite a steaming
fire charred building which was a place where I had met Christ
and others for 25 years. As I grieved with those gathered, in my
mind’s eye I could see myself standing behind the pulpit for
Sunday worship. I remembered the time I turned the sanctuary
into a miniature golf course for a youth group activity. We
partially filled the baptistery making a water obstacle. How many
times did I unlock and lock its doors? I watched my children two
pews from the front, with Laurie, first as infants, then as children, then as teenagers sitting in
the back until, with the absence of adolescence, they returned to sit with their mother. How
many people did I deeply care for, who I eulogized in that building? And now I grieve that
place connected with so many memories and grieve for those who feel its loss. But I also
grieve for the young man who once attended Sunday School there, and I cannot comprehend
the pain his family must feel. A building is a building, but a soul is soul. Approaching age
sixty, I have begun to reflect a little more on the people and things I now say goodbye to. By
God’s grace, by a smoldering building, the voice of God can be heard pointing to the meaning
of loss, faith, and joy. On a cold morning standing on the sidewalk God is able to pull together
one’s thoughts:

Rather than grieve, what I perceive I have lost
I praise God for what I was given to hold for a time.
In memories there can be the deepest of grief,
Or the greatest reservoir of joy.
To choose the later is a foretaste of eternity,
Where every tear will be wiped away in the presence of the Lamb.
Dale
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Annual Gathering 2017
Save the date....
May 5 and 6, 2017
"A Sure and Certain Hope; the Church of the Future"
Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly
we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving
for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is
seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is
eternal. 2 Corinthians 4:16-18
Fireside Inn, Lebanon NH

Workshop with George Bullard
Save the date....
March 6, 2017
"Life Cycle of the Church"
Middle Street Baptist Church, Portsmouth, NH
CEU's will be offered to Pastors
There will be no charge for this workshop

Fresh Expressions
Save the date....
June 10, 2017
Fresh Expressions Conference "New Forms of Church"
United Baptist Church, Concord, NH
CEU's will be offered to Pastors
Minimal cost to attend

Annual Region Offering Update
The final total for this year's Region offering is $42,913.52!! Many, many churches and individuals have
contributed to this amazing total -- thank you, thank you! God's kingdom will be glorified as a result of
your generous giving. God bless each of you.

First Baptist Church of Lebanon, NH
As Dale shared in his article in this newsletter, the First Baptist Church of Lebanon, NH was destroyed
by fire on December 28th. Many have asked how to donate to the church in the aftermath of this loss.
Checks may be made out to ABC/VNH and sent to the region office: One Oak Ridge Rd., B3, #4A, West
Lebanon, NH 03784. Please contact the office: 603-643-4201 with any additional questions.

Prayer Concerns




For the leadership and congregation of the First Baptist Church of Lebanon, NH following the fire
which destroyed their building.
For the First Haitian Baptist Church of Manchester as they continue their work in Manchester. Gifts
to assist them with their new mortgage are welcome.
For the 14 churches in our Region who are seeking pastors.
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Georgia Church reaches out to FBC Derry, NH
New Life Church of Canton, GA. is a large Pentecostal/Tennessee Church of God church just outside of
Atlanta. The pastor is Allan Malloy. His wife Cathy has a brother, Chris McMillan, who is a missionary
here in the Derry area.
Chris and his wife Andrea work to strengthen churches in Northern New England, and also have a
ministry to international students, mostly Asian, in Manchester and Chester through Mission to North
America, part of Presbyterian Church of America. The PCA is conservative denomination, at the
opposite end of the spectrum from New Life in many ways. That's part of what made this so wonderful.
Allan asked Chris if there were any churches here in NH that needed work done as he had a group that
wanted to do a Mission trip/work project here. Chris suggested 1st Baptist of Derry since we're
downtown, run a Food Pantry as well as house Derry's Soup Kitchen, and have a 130 yr old building.
A Mission team of 10 flew up at their own expense and worked on our building for 4 full days! They
took out 50 year old wood paneling in our Fellowship Hall, and replaced it with drywall, which greatly
brightened the room. They also added insulation to the room, and installed replacement windows that
we purchased. Some of our people worked along with them, fed them lunch each day, and we all
enjoyed a dinner and worship time together on their last night.
It was a labor of Christian love as the Church sign said. The way God used a Pentecostal church in GA to
help an American Baptist Church in NH via a conservative Presbyterian is an illustration of the way the
Body of Christ should work.
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Sharing God's Gifts
A number of congregations in our region share their church spaces with other church families.
Recently, John Cerrato, pastor of First Baptist Church Manchester, talked about sharing their building
with a Ukrainian Baptist church as well as a group called Safe Harbor. FBC Manchester worships at
10am. At the same time, Safe Harbor worships in the chapel at FBC Manchester. Often, the two groups
get together from 9-10am and share coffee hour together. The Ukrainian Baptist church worships in
the FBC sanctuary at 12:30pm each Sunday. Talking with John, it is easy to catch the joy he feels about
the relationships between congregations. They look forward to spending time with each other, sharing
pot luck meals or attending concerts put on by the Ukrainian congregation. "It is a very loving,
supportive relationship with a lot of interaction" John shares. Sounds like a slice of heaven!

New Pastor in Vermont & New Hampshire
Bob Wiegers
Greetings from Bennington! After a lifetime of calling this great state home-away-from-home, it is very
good to finally make our home here in Vermont. Just before Christmas of 2015, my wife Michelle and I,
and our four kids (Caleb-12, Alice-11, Selah-8 and
Gideon-6) transitioned from studying at GordonConwell seminary to serve as pastor of FBC
Bennington. We previously lived in Portland, ME
and Chattanooga, TN, where I had a career as a
computer programmer while serving in our local
churches as a lay leader and ministry intern.
We are so thankful to be welcomed into a loving
church body and accepting community. Our first
year of life and ministry has been a blessing and a
challenge, and has been especially marked by Bible
studies, funerals, and, for our family, health
struggles. God's grace has sustained us through it all, and it is an amazing privilege grow in our faith
together, learning to trust Jesus more and more. We are praying that that God will equip us all to grow
in faith, and enable us to bless those in the Bennington area with the amazing grace of Jesus: “May the
God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit we may
abound in hope.” (Romans 15:13)
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