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A Note About Our Newsletters             

 

If you have anything your church would like to share in the newsletter, please email 
Kathleen Blackey at kathleen.blackey@abcvnh.org. Thank you for your help in 
communicating what is happening throughout our Region! 
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From Rev. Dale Edwards – Region Minister         
Thoughts About the Next Year 
 
Over the last six years I have entered a new world of what is 
referred to as “denominational leadership.” It is a subject which 
I still struggle to get my head around. There is a gravitational 
pull into a bureaucratic vortex where one hones the skills of 
management. Now lest I be misunderstood, I do believe the 
Holy Spirit works in the smallest of details, even details that 
appear mundane. In historic denominational leadership circles 
there is much talk about saving denominations and the saving of 
churches. In all transparency, I really do not believe that goal serves Christ. Rather how historic 
groups of churches serve Christ is to ask how does this particular family of churches avail itself 
to Christ’s cause. In God’s economy, how does a denomination find its place to participate in 
the growing and building of God’s Kingdom? It some ways it is an identity issue. Is our identity 
achieved or given? 
 
By that question, I mean do we want to be a “successful denomination” or a local “successful 
church” because being prosperous or vibrant or relevant means achieving our own identity of 
being “successful”. I once read a church’s mission statement which began with the phrase, “We 
will be a significant church in our community.” I think we already have been given an identity, 
that being we are Christ’s Body. And as Christ lays down his life for a lost and broken humanity, 
so His church, manifested visibly in different ways, is to offer our lives before God to reach and 
serve humanity. 
 
Sometimes I lay awake nights, and prayerfully think about how does a denominational group of 
churches give itself to Christ? There is the foundation that we who have been recipients of 
God’s grace and mercy, are infused with Christ’s desire that all might know this grace. Maybe it 
is not about us praying that God helps us, as much as we need to pray that we can join God’s 
desires. Can the love of Christ motivate and enliven a denomination to be Christ like? Not 
successful, not drawing attention to its achievements, not battling for survival in a myopic 
institutional fashion, but to give oneself to Christ both in detail and expanse. Can giving oneself 
to Christ become the context for details, and the Holy Spirit infuse the efforts? I believe so. 
Together I pray we look to Christ’s kingdom, not to a temporal want of survival, but a want to 
participate in Christ’s eternal purpose. I pray this next year, when we come together, either at 
our Annual Gathering, or Fresh Expressions events, or a new Re-Kindle conference this fall, can 
these be times when our thinking, our planning, yes even our managing, be for Christ and 
Christ alone. I pray we can know what it is to avail ourselves and ABCVNH to God’s Kingdom. 
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ABC/VNH Annual Gathering – March 2-3, 2018          
The Annual Gathering will take place at the Fireside Inn and 
Suites in West Lebanon, NH. This year’s theme is Built on the 
Rock: Redeeming Lives, based on Matthew 7:24-25. Our theme 
reminds us of the sources of our strength and the wisdom of 
building on a sure foundation as we seek to minister in God’s 
name. The struggles abound both inside and outside our worship 
spaces. Our time together in March will toughen our resolve and 
reinforce our desire to do that redemptive work. 
 
On Friday evening, our keynote speaker will be Rev. Sharon Koh, 
Executive Director/CEO of American Baptist International 
Ministries. Saturday morning, Rev. Dr. Lee Spitzer, General 
Secretary of ABCUSA, will be our keynote speaker as well as lead 
a workshop entitled “Redeeming the Life of the Church.” Again         Rev. Dr. Lee Spitzer 
this year, the worship team for the gathering will be comprised of  
pastors from around the region. Workshops will be offered on 
Friday and Saturday mornings. Free childcare will be available on 
Saturday for children ages 3 (and potty trained) through grade 4, to 
enable parents to take part in the day’s program. An off-site youth 
program will also be available on Saturday for students in grades 5-
8. There is no cost for either of these programs and lunch is 
included.

The Annual Gathering mailing has been mailed out. By early next 
week, everything should also be available as well on the website. 
Please let the region office know, if registration materials have not 
been received, so they can be resent. 
 

Rev. Sharon Koh 

 

Workshops on Friday: 
Walk in the Way of Love: Sacrificial Living – 

Amanda Gross 
One Person at a Time: The Abolition of 

Trafficking in Personas and Global Slavery – 
Karen Horsman, International Ministries 

New Models of Ministry-Roundtable – Matt 
Lake, Fresh Expressions 

 
 

Workshops on Saturday: 
Redeeming the Life of the Church – Lee Spitzer, 

General Secretary of ABCUSA 
Christian Foster Care and Adoption – 

Stephanie Allen 
Introduction to the Dinner Church Movement: 

Finding Traction Amaong Those Outside the 
Church Around the Table with Christ – Matt 
Lake, Fresh Expressions 

Church Revitalization – Ron Bouthillette 
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Fresh Expressions Annual Gathering            
The trustees of our Region have voted to continue our relationship with Fresh Expressions for two years. This year 
approximately 135 people came out to two Vision Days – one in New Hampshire and one in Vermont. There 
continues to be requests for assistance from Fresh Expressions in our changing culture. 
 

Steeple to Street: Leadership in a New Mission Era 
The Church is rediscovering its identity in mission. 
 
More and more churches are taking seriously the call to engage with their communities...and many 
more would like to. But this new mission landscape is going to need new skills of leadership. Bold, risk-
taking, creative, discerning leadership. Leaders who will move to the mission edges and foster fresh 
expressions of church. Leaders who will take on the adaptive challenges within existing churches to 
catalyze new energy for mission. Leaders who will make room for experiments and risks for the sake of 
the gospel. 
 

 
 
Join with other church leaders and pioneers to be energized and equipped to be a collaborative, 
innovative, and courageous leader. 
 
Catch the vision for a Church that is willing to fling open the doors and step out into the streets. 
 
Respond to the Spirit's invitation to be a sign and foretaste of the kingdom of God in the midst of the 
everyday world all around us. 

 
DATE: 
March 15-17, 2018 

 
 

LOCATION: 
Heritage Fellowship Church 
2501 Fox Mill Road 
Reston, VA 20191 

 
For more information and to sign up, go to steepletostreet.org. 
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The AB Women of Vermont and New Hampshire Mid-Winter Gathering    
January 27th - 9:30am to 3:00pm   
New London Baptist Church, NH  
Lunch available for a $5.00 donation 
All are welcome, including men!  

There are plans for the AB Men to gather together at the same time. 
 

Fresh Expressions: LEADERSHIP IN A NEW MISSION ERA  
From STEEPLE TO STREET 
 
The Church is rediscovering its identity in mission. 
 
Join with other women, both leaders and pioneers, to be energized and equipped to be a 
collaborative, innovative, and courageous woman for Christ. 
 
Catch the vision for a Church that is willing to fling open the doors and step out into the streets. 
 
Respond to the Spirit's invitation to be a sign and foretaste of the kingdom of God in the midst of the 
everyday world all around us. 
 
More and more churches are taking seriously the call to engage with their communities...and many 
more would like to. But this new mission landscape is going to need new skills of leadership. Bold, risk-
taking, creative, discerning leadership. Women who will move to the mission edges and foster fresh 
expressions of church. Women who will take on the adaptive challenges within existing churches to 
catalyze new energy for missions.  Women who will make room for experiments and risks for the sake 
of the gospel. 
 
Questions: Celia, 802-263-5254 or Marsha 802-365-7938 

 
Prayer on Facebook             

We have begun to put a weekly prayer post on our Facebook site 
(ABC Vermont & New Hampshire) to be able to join in prayer with 
others for specific needs from our ABC-VNH family. The post will be 
changed every Tuesday and feature two churches to pray for that 
week. Rev. Dale Edwards will also post region requests for us to 
pray for on a regular basis. 
 
If you read a post and pray for it, “like” the prayer request as an 
added comfort to the person who posted it.  Also, feel free to add 
an encouraging word, a scripture or a comment to the post.  If you 
read the page early in the week, you are urged to check the page 
numerous times throughout the week to see added requests.  Every 

prayer request will be prayed for as we have volunteers who have committed to oversee the site.  
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Clergy & Ministerial Leaders Monthly Association Meetings      
 

Association Date Time Location Contact 
      

 
  

Central Fri., Jan. 19 8:15 a.m. The Fort Restaurant, Lebanon Steve Hammond 

Green & White Wed., Jan. 17 10:00 a.m. 
Community Baptist Church, 

Whitefield, NH 
Greg Vigne 

Lakes Thur., Jan. 11 8:30 a.m. The Soda Shoppe, Laconia Linda Bolton 

Monadnock   Not meeting this month Charlie Boucher 

Northwest Tues., Jan. 9 9:30 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Burlington Karen Mendes 

Southeast Thur., Jan. 11 8:00 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Exeter Ken Lawrence 

Southern Tues., Jan. 9 11:30 a.m. Blake’s Restaurant, Manchester Malcolm Widness 

Southwest Thurs., Jan. 18 9:30 a.m. 
1st Baptist Church Parsonage, 

Manchester Center 
Kathleen Blackey 

Women Mini-
sterial Leaders 

Tues., Jan. 16 10:00 a.m. United Baptist Church, Concord Linda Bolton 

 
 

Remembering in our Prayers             
 First Baptist Church, Rutland found last week that a pipe had burst which caused a great deal of 

flooding. They are very grateful that the sanctuary, vestry and church office were spared, but the clean-
up will be extensive. Thankfully insurance will cover the damage. 

 United Church of Randolph, who had a pipe burst in their building. 

 Churches who are in the process of searching for pastors. 

 Family of Rev. Dr. Robert Williams, who passed away in December. He was a past Executive Minister for 
ABC/VNH. 

 Family of Rev. Ed Young, who passed away in December. He was serving Goffstown Christian Fellowship 
in Goffstown, NH. 


