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A Note About Our Newsletters             

 

If you have anything your church would like to share in the newsletter, please email 
Kathleen Blackey at kathleen.blackey@abcvnh.org. Thank you for your help in 
communicating what is happening throughout our Region! 
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From Rev. Dale Edwards – Region Minister         
 
Odds, ends, and a new office. 
 

First I would like to extend my apologies for being absent from 
pastors’ meetings and some events this last several months. I enjoy 
being with pastors and churches, and miss my times with them. 
The overall ministry and mission of ABCVNH has had much forward 
movement over the last few months. But it conversely increased 
an administrative workload that took away from my traveling 
much more than I would have liked. My plan is to re-invest more 
time in traveling and looking forward to reconnecting and connecting with those who lead the 
local church.    
 
I do have good things to report, adding to the report I gave at our annual gathering. God has 
blessed us, and sometimes these blessings are very concrete. On February 8th, 2018 the legal 
challenge to the sale of Gove Hill was concluded. The Vermont Supreme Court found in favor of 
the buyer and we are now anticipating the sale. Our office concluded an accounting review and 
received the highest rating for our financial management. As you will read further in the 
newsletter, we will be moving our office to So. Main Street in West Lebanon NH. We wanted to 
meet the concerns that our office remains in Lebanon, be near the interstates, have adequate 
parking and present a professional appearance. (It is not true that the executive minister would be 
content working out of a dumpster, as some have observed.) The grace piece of the new office, is 
the reduction in rental cost from $18,000 to $6700 per year. Concluding our current lease is truly a 
burden lifted. We will occupy two large office spaces and have access to a shared conference 
room. Every time we lower “infrastructure cost” we can focus more on the mission.   
 
Speaking of the mission, please note the Fresh Expressions opportunities described in our 
newsletter.  May 19 is the multi-cultural Fresh Expressions Event at First Baptist Nashua. This day is 
open to anyone interested in multi-cultural ministry and evangelism. You do not have to be bi-
lingual to attend. On June 9 is our third Vision Day at First Baptist of New London. Several pastors 
requested a third Vision Day to involve more local church leadership. Again, all are welcome. 
Beyond this is the fall of 2018 when a Fresh Expressions learning community will begin its nine-
month journey. Currently six people have committed to this, but I am praying for 20. Pastors, 
church leaders, pioneers, anyone wishing to grow a new style of mission within a church, plant a 
fresh expression, or just learn how, is welcome. Pastors are encouraged to bring a team.  
 
Further into fall, on October 20th, our region will be sponsoring the “ReKindle” conference at 
CenterPoint Church in Salem N.H. ReKindle will focus on church health, leadership development, 
and the church’s mission. We are fortunate to have Jim Singleton, Emmett Price, and Ron 
Bouthillette leading this event. We hope this is the beginning of “ReKindle” once again becoming 
an annual event in New England. Mark your calendars! 
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I am also witnessing grass roots, subtle movements of the Holy Spirit, where God is bringing 
healing, transformation, and yes, church growth. When a church grows from five people to twenty, 
and re-discovers a passion for Christ, then the Kingdom of God is advancing. I give thanks for the 
changes I am seeing in Christian communities. It is obvious that we live in a very stressful time, but 
I still know our first loyalty is to Jesus Christ and being faithful to Him in all things.    
 
Thank you for reading some odds and ends, and I hope to see as many of you as I can. 
 
In Jesus name,  
Dale 
 

We’re Moving Our Office!           

We appreciate your grace as we transition to our new office. Our new address will be: 
 

93 South Main Street, Suite 201 
West Lebanon NH 03784 

 
We do not yet have our new phone number, but we will be sure to change it on our website, email it, 
and post it on our Facebook page. Our email addresses will remain the same. 
 
 

Fresh Expressions Events Coming Up            
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Fresh Expressions             

This last year, ABCVNH engaged in a partnership with Fresh Expressions USA to discover new missional 
ways to engage our culture and society with the Good News of Jesus Christ. This was a new adventure 
for our region and to date over 200 people have participated in Fresh Expressions events via this 
partnership. Numerous church leaders have been affirmed in their current ministries. Others have 
been motivated to engage in Fresh Expressions of evangelism, discipleship and Christian 
community.  ABCVNH’s partnership with Fresh Expressions is having an impact on our ministries. In 
many ways, this partnership has acted as a catalyst for a new understanding of church, community and 
mission. 
  
In the coming months, there will be 2 one-day Fresh Expressions events sponsored by ABCVNH. The 
first, on May 19 at the First Baptist Church of Nashua NH, is entitled: “Starting a Multi-Cultural Fresh 
Expression”. Everyone is welcome to attend this event. The other is the “Kearsarge Vision Day” on June 
9 at First Baptist Church in New London NH. This event will follow the same format as those we have 
held in Concord NH and Middlebury VT. Pastors are encouraged to attend both events with their 
church leadership. 
  
We are inspired to see so many harvesting from the ABCVNH partnership with Fresh Expressions and 
are ready to offer a “high commitment” opportunity, for those who feel led, to join a Fresh Expressions 
Learning Community. This Learning Community is for pastors and church leaders who wish to initiate a 
Fresh Expression of mission and ministry within an existing congregation, or begin a new Fresh 
Expression of mission and Christian community. This Learning Community is a nine-month 
commitment beginning with a two-day retreat on Sept. 8 and 9 at Rolling Hills Conference Center in 
Andover MA. During the course of the Learning Community, participants will receive mentoring, 
coaching and support in the nurturing of Fresh Expressions. After the retreat, participants will work 
together via computer conferencing. The nine-month Learning Community will conclude with another 
retreat. 
  
Dale Edwards is trying to determine the level of interest within ABCVNH for a Fresh Expressions 
Learning Community which, as mentioned, will begin in September. Whether you are a pastor, church 
leader or someone who wants to try a new approach, please contact the ABCVNH office with any 
questions or to indicate your intention to commit to this Fresh Expressions Learning Community.  
 
Contact: 
Dale Edwards  
dale.edwards@abcvnh.org 
office@abcvnh.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dale.edwards@abcvnh.org
mailto:office@abcvnh.org
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Review of First Baptist Church of Hanover’s Mission Trip to the Dominican Republic  

The First Baptist Church of Hanover went on a 
mission trip to the Dominican Republic, along 
with five more from Gilmanton in April. With 
them, they each took an extra bag weighing 
about 50 pounds containing children’s 
clothing, school supplies and health items. 
While they were there, some of them sort the 
more than 350 pounds of children's clothes we 
had brought, as well as the school and health 
supplies. Others walked to the church and 
helped with the on-going construction of an 
apartment for Pastor Mariana on the flat roof 
of the church. In the afternoons they helped with a Bible School. The first day there were about 40 
children in attendance, a number which grew to about 130 by the end of the week. Each day a 
different duo was in charge of the lesson that focused on a Bible character who was particularly loyal 
to God. The interpreter translated throughout as the duo read the related Bible passage and told the 
story in their own words. Following the "lesson" the children were involved in a craft that illustrated 
the day's lesson. It’s great to see an American Baptist Church from our region reaching out with the 
love of Christ in the Dominican Republic with the support from other churches in the region. 
 

Women in Ministry Retreat             
Our ABCVNH Women in Ministry are hosting an overnight gathering at Singing Hills Christian Camp, 71 
King Drive in Plainfield NH on May 18 and 19.  The theme is “Making Connections with God, One 
Another, and the World Around Us.” The Rev. Dr. Pat Hernandez, National Director for American 
Baptist Women in Ministry/Transition Ministries for ABCUSA will be with us. This gathering is free to all 
women in ministry, courtesy of The Ministers Council.  We will be gathering at Singing Hills on Friday 
any time after 4 p.m.  A light supper will be served at 6 p.m.  Singing, worship and sharing during the 
evening - weather permitting around a bonfire! 
 
Saturday will offer opportunities for sharing, ways to continue to achieve excellence in our varied 
ministries and much more!   Breakfast and lunch are included in this exciting opportunity to be 
together. A final count is needed by May 11 - please contact Rebecca Sommons (802-362-1555) or 
Linda Bolton (603-267-7154) to let us know you are coming! 
 

Rev. Patricia Hernandez has a passion for the life of the Spirit having studied at Shalem 

Institute for Spiritual Formation as well as having spent time at the community of Taize 

with Brother Roger in France and L’Abri with Francis Schaefer in Switzerland.  She 

received her B.A. with honors from the University of Chicago, MDiv. from Colgate 

Rochester Divinity School and a Certificate in the Foundations of Christian Leadership 

from Duke Divinity School. After serving in a ministry to migrant farmworkers, she 

pastored churches in New York and Pennsylvania before being called to serve the 

American Baptist Churches of Michigan as the Consultant for Leadership 

Development.  She was recently called to serve as the new National Director for 

Women in Ministry for American Baptist Churches USA. More than degrees or position what is important to her 

is to love God and love others as she lives out God’s call on her life, inviting others to do the same 
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Clergy Ethics & Healthy Boundaries          
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25 to Life Family Retreat            
 

 
Community and Northern New England Ministry. 
The Family Retreat is for pastors and pastoral families considering or committed to long-term ministry 
in Northern New England. If you've sensed God calling you to serve as a missionary for the long haul in 
your community, then we'd love to encourage and support you in that calling! 
 
25 to Life events involve lots of time to connect with others, food, and some brief ministry talks and 
discussions. You can expect to meet a wide variety of people who share your enthusiasm for serving 
Jesus in Northern New England. At past events, we've met people from many different backgrounds 
from all different parts of the country. Exchange of stories and ideas happens between those who have 
served a few months and those who have served a few decades! 
 
Since a long-term ministry commitment involves the entire family, this retreat is for the whole family - 
spouses and children are very welcome and encouraged to come. Activities for kids are available during 
the ministry talks and during some of the adult social time. 
 
Dates: Friday May 25th 3pm to Saturday May 26 4pm (includes dinner, breakfast, lunch) 
 
Location: Camp Sentinel, 29 Lodge Road, Center Tuftonboro, NH 03816. Each family will have their own 
personal space in which to stay. 
 
Register: Contact Kevin VanBrunt at (603) 539-4839 or kevin@campsentinel.org  Please provide name, 
church, address, names of attendees, ages of youth and any allergies. We are thankful to offer this 
event at no cost to you, but if you cancel your reservation after the registration deadline, we ask that 
you prayerfully consider making a donation to cover the cost of food and staffing that Camp Sentinel 
planned for you. Please register by May 11th so we can plan for youth activities and food for everyone. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kevin@campsentinel.org
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Prayer on Facebook             
We have begun to put a weekly prayer post on our Facebook site 
(ABC Vermont & New Hampshire) to be able to join in prayer with 
others for specific needs from our ABC-VNH family. The post will be 
changed every Tuesday and feature two churches to pray for that 
week. Rev. Dale Edwards will also post region requests for us to 
pray for on a regular basis. 
 
If you read a post and pray for it, “like” the prayer request as an 
added comfort to the person who posted it.  Also, feel free to add 
an encouraging word, a scripture or a comment to the post.  If you 
read the page early in the week, you are urged to check the page 
numerous times throughout the week to see added requests.  Every 

prayer request will be prayed for as we have volunteers who have committed to oversee the site.  
 
 

Job Opportunity: Director of Christian Education at First Baptist Church Burlington   
First Baptist Church Burlington is seeking a salaried part time Director of Christian Education.  First Baptist 
in Burlington is a progressive multi-cultural American Baptist Congregation.  A Director of Christian 
Education augments our ministry to children, youth and young adults by fostering their growth and 
development in all aspects of Christian faith.  The Director will oversee all functions of the Sunday school, 
provide advice and support to the Christian Education Board concerning the needs of children, youth and 
young adults, and will play a central role in developing and supporting inclusive, multi-cultural, multi-
generational programs and events. This is an excellent opportunity for a professional who is passionate 
about making a positive contribution to the development of children and youth and wants a 20 hour per 
week flexible schedule.  Qualified candidates will have a bachelor’s degree (or more) and experience in 
children's/youth ministry or related human service or education field.  Ability to relate well to all kinds of 
people, excellent communication/social media skills and evidence of a vital Christian faith are essential.  To 
request a full job description and to apply, send cover letter and resume to fbcbvt@gmail.com or mail to 
Search Committee/First Baptist Church/ 81 St. Paul St., Suite 1/Burlington, VT 05401. Applications remain 
open until position is filled. 

 
 

Choral Music Looking For A New Home           

It's spring cleaning time at Middle Street Baptist Church (Portsmouth, NH), and we have decided to part 
ways with a large collection of choral music that we no longer use.  We have four large boxes of SATB 
octavos and Christmas and Easter cantatas which we wish to donate.  The music is used, but in very good 
condition – approximately 20–25 copies per octavo or collection.  
 
Please contact Tamara Rozek (tamara_rozek@yahoo.com; 603-399-1635) for more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:fbcbvt@gmail.com
https://maps.google.com/?q=81+St.+Paul+St.,+Suite+1/Burlington,+VT+05401&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:tamara_rozek@yahoo.com
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Camp Sentinel News            
Swimming with new friends in the crystal clear refreshing waters of Dan Hole Pond, enjoying the spectacular 
views from the Ledges hike, challenging yourself on our team building ropes course, relishing well balanced 
home cooked meals in the Lodge dining hall, and simply appreciating the warm and distinct smell of the 
campfire with friends.  These experiences and other life-long memories await you this summer at Camp 
Sentinel. 
  
Since 1949, Sentinel has been providing a summer Christian community for youth to build self-esteem, 
have meaningful connections, develop character, become strong leaders and to discover and explore 
creativity through the guidance of well trained staff.   We believe that camp is an opportunity for everyone 
and we are excited to see you and your family this year! 
 
THRIVE 2018 
Our lives are given to us by God who loves us and wants us to live life abundantly. This summer we will 
explore this promise through the reminder of planting our lives by streams of water. God calls us to have 
deep roots and to reach out far. In doing this, we know God and make God known. We show people hope 
in Christ, who is the source of peace and joy in life and our anchor in times of storms. We were meant to 
not just “get by” but we are called to THRIVE. 
  
Youth Overnight Camp Program 
Sentinel offers overnight and day camp programs for youth 5 to 18 years old during the summer. For over 
60 years our camp has provided a safe, fun, Christian summer camp experience. Daily activities include: 
swimming, boating, arts & crafts, teambuilding games, ropes course with zipline, rock wall, archery, hiking, 
large group team sports, and many other great adventures. Each evening the entire camp gathers for 
Vespers which is a time of worship, singing and Bible study. On Friday evenings, we gather at a special “red 
carpet celebration” banquet where campers dress up for a special dinner to celebrate the week. 
  
Boys and Girls Overnight Camp Youth 7-15 years 
old ($500) 
W1: July 8th - July 14th* 
W2: July 15th - July 21st  
W3: July 22nd - July 28th  
W4: Aug 5th - Aug 11th  
*2 week option (stay weeks 1 and 2 for $900) 
  

Teen Camp (ages 13-16) 
August 12th – August 17th $400 
  
Little Adventures (Ages 5-8) 
July 1st – July 3rd ($150) 
  
Senior Ventures (Ages 55+) 
June 17th – June 20th ($150) 

Homeschool Family Camp 
May 28th – May 30th ($250 per family household includes meals, lodging and activities) 
  
For a full list of our program offerings, more information or to sign up please visit our website 
at http://www.campsentinel.org/programdetails.php 
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Camp Sentinel News (Continued)          
 
Group Retreats at Sentinel Lodge 
Sentinel is open year-round and welcomes groups (30-200 guests) to enjoy the stillness of the grounds. 
Located in the foothills of the White Mountains in central New Hampshire, Sentinel offers a unique place to 
enjoy and explore the property’s 600 acres, a mile of waterfrontage, several hikes and adventure activities. 
Homemade meals are cooked to meet the group needs and the Lodge offers a place for meeting and 
lodging.  To book your retreat contact us at (603)539.4839 or info@campsentinel.org 
  
Women’s Retreat 
“Worship the Lord with Gladness!” Psalm 100:2 
Friday May 11th 5pm to Saturday May 12th 3pm 
This retreat is open for women of all ages to come together and spend time in the stillness of God’s 
Creation together.   The cost is $70 per person, includes lodging, activities and meals.  To sign 
up info@campsentinel.org 
 
Lifeguard Certification Course 
Learn the skills needed to keep yourself and others safe in and around the water this summer. This course 
is complete with First Aid, CPR, and AED training for the professional.  
When: Friday, June 1st 5pm to Sunday, June 3rd 8pm 
Where: Camp Sentinel 
Cost: $300 (full course) 
Register by emailing ben@campsentinel.org   
 
Ministry retreat for Pastors: 
The year round Wixson Ministry Retreat offers two bedroom/one bath with a full kitchen and comfortable 
living room. This retreat is available to pastors, missionaries and lay people who are directly involved in 
ministry along with their household families for a donation. The cabin is open to others for $100 per night, 
to help offset the cost. To book your stay, please contact Kevin at info@campsentinel.org 
  
Sentinel Partners 
Sentinel is a Christ centered, Bible based summer camp experience for children. We welcome youth 
regardless of financial status. Please consider supporting Sentinel so we may reach more children in 
financial need. Donations may be made at campsentinel.org 
  
Sentinel’s Wish List 
We ask for your prayers and support as we embrace the past and invest in the future! View our current 
wish list at www.campsentinel.org/support.php 
  
Mission Statement 
The purpose of Camp Sentinel is to create a welcoming environment for Christian relationship building and 
spiritual renewal. Within the stillness of God’s creation and through the guidance of the staff, people are 
moved from discovery into authentic relationships with others and with Jesus Christ. 
  
29 Sentinel Lodge Road Center Tuftonboro, NH 03816 
(603) 539-4839    www.campsentinel.org 
 
 

mailto:ben@campsentinel.org
http://www.campsentinel.org/
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Church Security Conference             

 
 

Events Happening in 2018           
Here are events that are happening in 2018. Details will be forthcoming in future newsletters and on 
the website. 

Multi-Cultural Fresh Expressions Event in Nashua - May 19th, 2018 
25 to Life Retreat at Camp Sentinel - May 27th-28th, 2018 
Fresh Expressions Vision Day in New London - June 9th, 2018 
Trustees Meeting – June 16th, 2018 
25 to Life Hampton Beach Day – June 25th, 2018 
25 to Life Sand Bar Beach Day – August 6th, 2018 
Beginning of Fresh Expressions Pioneer Community - October 11th, 2018 (9 month program) 
ReKindle Conference in Southern NH - October 20th, 2018 
25 to Life Common Man Dinner - October 27th, 2018 
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Clergy & Ministerial Leaders Monthly Association Meetings      

 
Association Date Time Location Contact 

         

Central Fri., May 18 8:15 a.m. 

The Fort Restaurant, 

Lebanon, NH 

Steve Hammond 

Green & White Wed., May 16 10:00 a.m. 
Community Baptist Church, 

Whitefield, NH 
Greg Vigne 

Lakes Thur., May 10 8:30 a.m. The Soda Shoppe, Laconia Linda Bolton 

Monadnock   Not Meeting This Month Charlie Boucher 

Northwest Tues., May 8 9:30 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Burlington Karen Mendes 

Southeast Tues., May 8 8:00 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Exeter Ken Lawrence 

Southern Tues., May 8 11:30 a.m. Blake’s Restaurant, Manchester Malcolm Widness 

Southwest Thur., May 17 9:30 a.m. First Baptist Church, Bennington Kathleen Blackey 

Women Mini-
sterial Leaders 

       Not Meeting Due to Retreat Linda Bolton 

 
 
 
 

Remembering in our Prayers             
 Prayers for Rev. Joel Eaton, who was recently diagnosed with Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma and has begun 

treatment. If you wish to send Joel and/or Rachelle a note, their mailing address is 30 Hill Road, 
Acworth, NH 03601.  

 Churches who are in the process of searching for pastors. 


