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Approximately 50 people came to a Fresh Expressions Vision Day conference  
in Middlebury, VT on September 16th. See page 4 to find out more! 
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From Rev. Kathleen Blackey – Assistant for Communications      

Lean Weary One Upon His Breast 
 

Seven years ago the church I serve said goodbye to a 
building that they called their church for 176 years, when 
the building was destroyed by a fire. Thankfully no one 
was hurt, and it did not spread to any of the neighboring 
houses. But it was a difficult day. Most everyone in town 
knew that not much was saved from the church after the 
fire. When we looked down into the hole after that very 
difficult day, we saw remnants of so many memories – 
pieces of stained glass windows and roller bandages that 
had not yet been rolled. Soon after the fire I was walking 
up the hill past the church. I do that a lot since we live 
further up the hill, and we have to walk down the hill to 
the post office. There I was walking, and a page from a 
hymnal was lying on the ground. I picked it up. The hymn 
facing up was "God Will Take Care of You." The page has 
some burn marks around the edges, but I could read all 
the words. 
 
There’s a line in the last verse that says, "Lean, weary one, upon His breast, God will take care 
of you." That's what God had been doing. God still continues to hold this congregation upon 
His breast. God taking care of this church didn’t take the path that I would have thought, but 
we have learned to trust that He does in fact take care of us. It has taken years to rebuild, and 
we’re not quite finished yet, but He’s provided so much including a place for us to worship. 
This rather simple hymn may make us feel like it’s making light of our difficulties in our lives 
and in our churches. It’s a good reminder, though, that even in those moments of total loss, 
God does care about us. 
 
Our churches go through periods of growth and excitement. And our churches go through 
periods of difficulty. Those situations, even if they aren’t fires, put our stomachs in knots and 
keep us up at night. I have found that in the most difficult periods when we are weary is when 
God comforts us the most. Church can be hard in those periods of difficulty, but we can trust 
that God will take care of us. 
 

“Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” 
1 Peter 5:7 NIV 
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Hearing God's Still, Small Voice:   
A Day of Retreat and Reflection at Weston Priory 

  
You are invited to gather at Weston Priory on Saturday, 
October 14 from 10 to 4 for a time of retreat and 
reflection.  Your guides will be the Rev. Dr. John French 
and Christine Labrum.  You will be led through Lectio 
Divina and Centering Prayer as well as have free time to 
stroll the beautiful grounds, walk the Labyrinth, and take 
part in the Brothers' Prayer Time.   
  
Weston Priory is located at 58 Priory Hill Road, Weston, 
Vermont.  Learn more about this amazing space at: 
westonpriory.org 
  
A picnic lunch will be provided.  Please bring your own 
water bottle for the day.   
  
This event is co-sponsored by the American Baptist 
Churches of Vermont/New Hampshire (ABCVNH) and The 
Center for Career Development and Ministry (CCDM) in 
Nashua.   

  
The cost is only $20. 
  
To reserve your spot, please call Sylvia Lake, office manager for CCDM, at (603) 943-7611.   We hope 
you can join us!!  
 

Update from ABC Puerto Rico             
From Rev. Dr. Lee Spitzer, General Secretary of ABCUSA: 
I just received a phone call from the office of Roberto 
Dieppa-Diaz, Interim Executive Minister of ABC Puerto 
Rico. The leadership wanted to convey their 
appreciation for all of the prayers and expressions of 
support they have received since Hurricane Maria 
devastated their island. Today (9/25/2017), they are 
holding a meeting to continue the damage assessment 
process they have undertaken, and have asked that 
visits by volunteers to the island be delayed at this 
point until that assessment is complete and conditions 
on the ground are in better shape. Specifically, the 
government needs to make the island safer for visitors 
by clearing roads, restoring electricity, opening ports and ensuring the supply of gasoline. When the 
Convention’s damage assessment collection is complete, we will receive their report on how to come alongside 
them in rebuilding the churches, homes and lives of our brothers and sisters, as well as their communities. I 
assured them of our solidarity, support, prayers and love. At this time, it is vital that our churches across the 
country prepare for this unprecedented relief effort by making donations to One Great Hour of Sharing. 
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Clergy & Ministerial Leaders Monthly Association Meetings      
 

Association Date Time Location Contact 
      

 
  

Central Fri., Oct. 20 8:15 a.m. 
McKenna’s Restaurant, 

New London 
Steve Hammond 

Green & White* Sun., Oct. 15 3:30 p.m. Passumpsic Baptist Church Greg Vigne 
Lakes Thurs., Oct. 12 8:30 a.m. The Soda Shoppe, Laconia Linda Bolton 

Monadnock Thurs., Oct. 5 8:30 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Keene Charlie Boucher 
Northwest Tues., Oct. 10 9:30 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Burlington Karen Mendes 
Southeast Tues., Oct. 10 8:00 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Brentwood Ken Lawrence 
Southern Tues., Oct. 10 11:30 a.m. Blake’s Restaurant, Manchester Malcolm Widness 

Southwest Mon. Oct. 16 9:30 a.m. 
The Blackeys’ Home, 
South Londonderry 

Kathleen Blackey 

Women Mini-
sterial Leaders 

Tues., Oct. 17 10:00 a.m. United Baptist Church, Concord Linda Bolton 

 
* Green & White will be discussing future dates and times at their Association Annual Meeting. 
 

Fresh Expressions Vision Day in Vermont         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Memorial Baptist Church of Middlebury, VT hosted The Fresh Expressions Vision Day Vermont on Saturday, 
September 16th, 2017. Approximately 50 people came out to hear how to encourage, grow, and support 
different forms of church for a changing culture. 
 
Each fresh expression is uniquely adapted to a particular context, 
often forming around a shared interest (knitting, biking, music), and 
gathering in easily accessible spaces outside of church settings 
(homes, coffee shops, community buildings). The focus is on 
forming faith communities for the never-churched and the un-
churched, while maintaining relationship of these new groups to 
established churches. Fresh Expressions is not a growth program, or 
a church planting methodology. Instead, it is a philosophy of 
extending the church outside of the four walls to bring the good 
news of Jesus to the one whom Jesus loves.  
 
The conference sparked great discussions on how they can share 
the gospel in their own communities in new ways, with the current 
challenges local churches are facing in New England in 2017.  
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News about Pastors in the Region          
 
Pastor Jeff Laliberte – New Pastor at Meredith Center Free Will Baptist Church 
Pastor Tyler Smith’s ordination council will be at Georgia Plain Baptist Church on Sunday, October 8th, from 3-5 

pm. All are welcome to attend and ask questions as his ordination paper is read. Up to 2 delegates from 
each church in addition to the pastor in the NW association will be called upon to vote on my ordination.   

Rev. Rebecca Sommons was installed as pastor of First Baptist Church of Manchester Center, VT on September 
10th. 

Rev. Bob Wiegers was ordained at First Baptist Church of Bennington on September 24th. 
Rev. Kevin Van Brunt was installed as pastor of Melvin Village 

Community Church. 
Pastor Doug Carlson will be installed as pastor of Second Baptist 

Church of Strafford, NH on November 5th. 
Rev. Dr. Lillian Buckley will be installed as pastor of First Baptist 

Church of Exeter on October 22nd. 
Pastor Rubin Jennings will be ordained at North Springfield Baptist 

Church on October 8th. 
Pastor Steve White will hold an ordination council at First Baptist 

Church of Hampton Falls on November 11th. 
Rev. Dr. Bertha Perkins recently celebrated her 30th anniversary of 

being pastor at New Fellowship Baptist Church in Nashua. (The 
picture to the right is from the celebration with Rev. Isabel Rivera 
together with her.) 

 
 

25 to Life               

25 to Life is an initiative to support and encourage long-term ministry in northern New England. One of the ways 
the Gospel is spreading in northern New England is through pastoral families who commit to serving their 
communities for a long time, similar to the commitment of missionaries. This type of ministry has joys and 
challenges and 25 to Life exists to encourage and support families as they work through these particular 
challenges. 
 
Over the summer, 25 to Life hosted two family 
beach days – one at Hampton Beach, NH in June and 
the other in Milton, VT in August. More than forty 
people attended these events which were 
wonderfully relaxing and families were able to 
connect and build friendships. 
 
This fall, pastors and their spouses are invited to a 
time of encouragement and connection on October 
28 from 4pm to 8pm at the Common Man in 
Claremont, NH. Our time together includes a brief 
presentation from an experienced northern New 
England pastor, a delicious dinner, and plenty of time to connect with others called to serve in northern New 
England. If you're not sure what 25 to Life is all about, come find out for yourself and feel free to ask questions. 
Childcare is available to make it easier for pastors and their spouses to attend together.  
 
To register, please email abraham.gross@abcvnh.org by October 13th with number attending, any food 
allergies, and if your children will be attending the childcare. There is no charge for the event or childcare. 
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Annual Gathering 2018              
The Annual Gathering next year will take place on March 2-3, 2018 at the Fireside Inn and Suites in West 
Lebanon, NH. Rev. Sharon Koh, Executive Director of International Ministries will be speaking on Friday, and Rev. 
Dr. Lee Spitzer, General Secretary of ABCUSA will be speaking on Saturday. 
 
 

Sentinel Homecoming 2017             
Monday, October 9th 11 am - 3 pm 
  
A time for alumni and friends of Sentinel to come home! 
  
This 68th season we have many things to celebrate together: the new Aspen Acres Cabin, an international 
partnership with our friends from Beijing China, and a new hiking trail to explore the beauty of the grounds to 
name a few.  Come share fellowship with friends, exchange camp stories, and enjoy the stillness of the 
grounds.  There is no cost for this event, please RSVP to admin@campsentinel.org or call the camp office 
at (603) 539-4839, so we may prepare for a great day together. 
  
              Schedule: 
11 am    Arrival and Hike to the Ledges (meet at the gatehouse) 
Noon     Lunch: chicken, pasta, and Sentinel pumpkin cookies 
12:30     Group picture 
1 pm      Zip line open (until 3 pm) 
 

 

Robes Available               
The First Baptist Church in Burlington, VT is giving away about 50 used choir robes, as we have just purchased 
new ones.   
 
Please contact us at the following address: 
First Baptist Church  Phone: 802-864-6515 
81 Saint Paul Street  Email: fbcbvt@gmail.com 
Burlington, VT 05401 
 

A Note from Rev. Isabel Rivera             
A great group came to help out in our church last week.  This church hasn't been touched in 20 years, 
due to low finances.  This group that was led by Pastor Chris Mcmillan, did a great job in and out the 
church.  That was really a Godsend.  Although there is still more work to be done, I have to tell you 
their work made a great difference.  Especially when you stand outside, they renovated the 
appearance and gave it a nice facelift.  I will have them come back anytime. Thanks to Dale for thinking 
about the churches necessity.  Pastor Jarbas is also very pleased with what this group did.  It was really 
nice looking at the youth work together with the adults. Again, thank you for the help that was very 
much needed.  
 

Remembering in our Prayers             
 Churches who are in the process of searching for pastors. 

 Rev. Karen Heavy, who had a pacemaker put in on September 29th. 

 First Baptist Church of Lebanon as they prepare to rebuild after their building was destroyed by a fire in 
December of 2016. 


