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A Note About Our Newsletters             

 

If you have anything your church would like to share in the newsletter, please email 
Kathleen Blackey at kathleen.blackey@abcvnh.org. Thank you for your help in 
communicating what is happening throughout our Region! 
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From Rev. Dale Edwards – Region Minister         
 
By Request 
 
After my closing sermon at our Annual Gathering on March 2nd 
and 3rd, several people asked for copies of that sermon. But this 
is the problem; I don’t have or keep sermon manuscripts. I make 
a brief outline on legal pad, commit it to memory, and usually 
lose, trash, or discard my notes. This habit began with a lazy 
approach to sermon development, which I have never quite 
overcome. Because of some prodding, seasoned with little 
displeasure, I would like to share a portion of those sermons thoughts. 
 
Jesus speaks and teaches about the Kingdom of God or the Kingdom of Heaven more than any 
other subject. In both the Sermon on the Mount and the Sermon on the Plain He teaches the 
disciples to pray, “Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” Jesus 
uses metaphor and simile to describe the Kingdom of God. But the question I rhetorically ask 
is, “How can there be a kingdom with no king?” Who reigns over the kingdom that Jesus speaks 
of? When I count the number of times Jesus uses the designation “I am” as the introduction to 
describing Himself, I see who the King is. When I think of praying “Our Father who art in 
heaven” and then asking that His will be done on earth as it is already perfectly realized in 
heaven, I believe as Jesus instructs, I am asking that God would reign in my soul, the Church, 
and in common grace over all creation. The triune God is the king reigning over all, and the 
kingdom of heaven is the “breaking in of the future” in our time and place. Christ calls us to be 
part of establishing or re-establishing the reign of God over all creation. When Christ is reigning 
in a community of human hearts, we please God. When other ideologies, wants, desires, 
anxieties, and pride reign in us, we simply stop serving and pleasing God. I would even suggest 
when things other than Christ reign in our hearts, we lose the ability to enjoy God.    
 
The Sermon on the Mount and the Sermon on the Plain are not merely ethical or moral 
instructions. They can only simply be sermons if the words of Jesus are separated from who 
Jesus is. The sermons lose their power to save, transform, and motivate if God is not reigning 
through the Word become flesh. A critical and selective sifting of the Gospels truncates and 
obstructs the whole reign of Christ in our lives. In the conclusions of both sermons, Jesus ends 
with the simile of the person who builds on bedrock versus the person who builds on a 
sandbar. One dwelling is washed away while the other is saved from the storm. The person 
who builds on the bedrock is the person who receives and lives into Jesus’ presence in the 
words of Jesus. Jesus begins the simile with a caution that people not deceive themselves 
concerning what they are really building upon. “If you call me Lord, Lord...”   Notice Jesus 
doesn’t say if you call me “Rabbi, Rabbi,” although at that moment that was how most people 
saw him. He chose ‘Lord, Lord.” If Christ was not reigning, there would be no Kingdom to live in 
and live out, and live eternally.     
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I wonder if Christians get so angry and censuring of each other because we forget our common 
Lord? Or if we have learned to disregard the same Spirit at work within all the Kingdom’s citizens? 
Church history is a plethora of times and seasons when Christ’s reign is manifest and breaks into 
both the church and the world. If Jesus’ words are only words, then there is no hope for humanity. 
But if Jesus and His words are forming the Kingdom of God, we have a holy part in both the 
present and eternity. How different our communities would be if there was a greater reign of 
Christ. There would be less overdoses, fewer women and children oppressed and abused, fewer 
people hated because of the color of their skin or the accent of their voice, and fewer people 
would slip into eternity not knowing the Lord of eternity. Can we implore God, as in past revivals, 
that Christ would reign in a greater and deeper way? Is it really that complicated? And what 
prevents us from asking? 
 
God Bless, Dale 
 

Fresh Expressions Annual Gathering Review          

Approximately 15 people from our region attended the 
Fresh Expressions event in Reston, VA last month. It was a 
great opportunity for sharing, learning, and networking 
with other people who are excited about starting Fresh 
Expressions of the church. 
 
If you were not able to attend but are interested in what 
happened, you can order audio and video from the whole 
weekend here: http://steepletostreet.org/. It is well worth 

the purchase! There are 
also some videos from the 
event at their Facebook 
Page: Fresh Expressions 
US. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here is an excerpt from the American 
Baptist Churches USA article that can 
be found at: http://www.abc-
usa.org/2018/04/05/american-
baptists-explore-fresh-expressions-of-
ministry-in-a-changing-culture/ 
 
Pastor Isabel Rivera of First Spanish-
American Baptist, Nashua, New 
Hampshire, attended the sessions 
designed for Spanish speaking leaders. 
Pastor Isabel is leading a fresh 
expression in her neighborhood, and she 
too was struggling for support. She said, 
“I met lots of people and they were all 
feeling just like me!” Fresh Expressions 
national director, Dr. Chris Backert, told 
us that some of the most exciting new 
fresh expressions of ministry are 
occurring in the Latin American 
communities. 

http://steepletostreet.org/
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From First Baptist Church of Burlington, VT’s Newsletter About the Annual Gathering   
THE ABC OF VT/NH held its 29th annual 
gathering in West Lebanon, NH on 
March 2 and 3.  The theme was “Built on 
the Rock: Redeeming Lives.”  Three 
delegates attended from First Baptist 
Church: Rev. Karen Mendes, Nancy Tracy 
and Sarah Dopp. They also enjoyed 
sharing conversation with some old 
friends, Rev. George and Fran Keeler and 
Rev. John and Lois Burbank.  
 
It was a great disappointment to not 
hear Rev. Sharon Koh, the new Executive 
Director & CEO of AB International Ministries.  She was caught in Philadelphia in one of our 
nor’easters, and couldn’t make it to N.H.  But it was a privilege to hear Rev. Dr. Lee Spitzer, the General 
Secretary of ABCUSA, on several occasions! He is a very skilled and engaging preacher.   
 
We also met the VT/NH Rep. to the General Ministries Board, Annie Svitavsky from Lincoln, VT – an 
energetic, young Baptist leader of whom we can be proud.   
 
The delegates took part in meetings, workshops and worship, and had a good weekend.   
 
 

Did You Lose This Bible at the Annual Gathering?        

 
 
If you did, please contact the Region Office to get it back! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This just in… 
 
We are excited that a total of 
207 people attended this year’s 
Annual Gathering! A big thank 
you to everyone who helped 
and participated in this year’s 
event! 
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Clergy Ethics & Healthy Boundaries          
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25 to Life Family Retreat            

 
 
Community and Northern New England Ministry. 
The Family Retreat is for pastors and pastoral families considering or committed to long-term ministry 
in Northern New England. If you've sensed God calling you to serve as a missionary for the long haul in 
your community, then we'd love to encourage and support you in that calling! 
 
25 to Life events involve lots of time to connect with others, food, and some brief ministry talks and 
discussions. You can expect to meet a wide variety of people who share your enthusiasm for serving 
Jesus in Northern New England. At past events, we've met people from many different backgrounds 
from all different parts of the country. Exchange of stories and ideas happens between those who have 
served a few months and those who have served a few decades! 
 
Since a long-term ministry commitment involves the entire family, this retreat is for the whole family - 
spouses and children are very welcome and encouraged to come. Activities for kids are available during 
the ministry talks and during some of the adult social time. 
 
Dates: Friday May 25th 3pm to Saturday May 26 4pm (includes dinner, breakfast, lunch) 
 
Location: Camp Sentinel, 29 Lodge Road, Center Tuftonboro, NH 03816. Each family will have their own 
personal space in which to stay. 
 
Register: Contact Kevin VanBrunt at (603) 539-4839 or kevin@campsentinel.org  Please provide name, 
church, address, names of attendees, ages of youth and any allergies. We are thankful to offer this 
event at no cost to you, but if you cancel your reservation after the registration deadline, we ask that 
you prayerfully consider making a donation to cover the cost of food and staffing that Camp Sentinel 
planned for you. Please register by May 11th so we can plan for youth activities and food for everyone. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kevin@campsentinel.org
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Building Dedication Celebration at First Baptist Church of South Londonderry, VT   
 

First Baptist Church of South Londonderry would like to invite everyone to celebrate and dedicate their 
new building at 62 Crescent Street in South Londonderry on May 19th from 2-5pm. They have been 
rebuilding after their previous building was destroyed by a fire in August of 2010. Their first worship 
service was on January 21st, 2018. 
 
This event will include tours of the finished main 
level and unfinished spaces that they are looking 
forward to using in the future! Finger food and 
drinks will be provided. There will be a dedication 
service from 3:30-4:00 PM with music, a message, 
and time of prayer. For more information, take a 
look at their website: 
firstbaptistlondonderryvt.org or call 802-856-
7266.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer on Facebook             
We have begun to put a weekly prayer post on our Facebook site 
(ABC Vermont & New Hampshire) to be able to join in prayer with 
others for specific needs from our ABC-VNH family. The post will be 
changed every Tuesday and feature two churches to pray for that 
week. Rev. Dale Edwards will also post region requests for us to 
pray for on a regular basis. 
 
If you read a post and pray for it, “like” the prayer request as an 
added comfort to the person who posted it.  Also, feel free to add 
an encouraging word, a scripture or a comment to the post.  If you 
read the page early in the week, you are urged to check the page 
numerous times throughout the week to see added requests.  Every 

prayer request will be prayed for as we have volunteers who have committed to oversee the site.  
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AB Women Vermont and New Hampshire Meetings       
Spring Meeting for Vermont 
April 14, 2018 
At the Randolph United Federated Church 
18 North Main Street, Randolph, VT 
Meeting registration at 11:30 am with  
Lunch of Soup and Sandwich at Noon followed by program with 
speaker: 
 
Rev. Fela Barrueto from American Baptist Home Mission Societies 
She is the national coordinator of Prisoner Re-entry Ministries at 
ABHMS. She was born and raised in Lima, Peru. “My main goal is that 
our ABC churches become Stations of Hope, offering a sacred space for  
persons affected by incarceration, so that they can experience the 
healing touch of the One, who was a Prisoner himself.” 
 
Come and join us in learning what we might do to be part of this 
ministry. 
Directions to Randolph United Federated church: 
From exit 4 on I 89 turn onto VT- 66 W for 2.6 miles merge onto VT-12 S 0.1 mile turn left to stay on 12 
S for 0.4 miles, church will be on the right. 
Lunch is by donation 
 
Spring Meeting in New Hampshire 
SUNDAY, APRIL 15, 2018 at 3 p.m. 
AT THE CAMPTON BAPTIST CHURCH 
Speaker: Rev. Fela Barrueto - National Coordinator of Prisoner Re-entry Ministries at American Baptist 
Home Mission Societies (See information about her above.) 
 
Worship, Fellowship, Inspiration, Supper. Reservations for supper ($5.00) due April 11th 
camptonbaptistnh@gmail.com or call 603-726-4662. 
 
Directions to the church:  From I-93, Exit 28, Rte. 49 toward Waterville. Turn left at lights onto Rte. 
175N.  Church is ¼ mile on left. (1345 Main Street, Campton, NY 03223) 
 
 
 
 

News From First Free Will Baptist Church of North Sutton, NH      

On Palm Sunday the First Free Will Baptist Church of North Sutton welcomed two new members into 
their fellowship. A potluck luncheon followed the service. The Church continues to work toward its 
primary goal of becoming a community church serving Jesus as Lord. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:camptonbaptistnh@gmail.com
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Camp Sentinel News            
Swimming with new friends in the crystal clear refreshing waters of Dan Hole Pond, enjoying the spectacular 
views from the Ledges hike, challenging yourself on our team building ropes course, relishing well balanced 
home cooked meals in the Lodge dining hall, and simply appreciating the warm and distinct smell of the 
campfire with friends.  These experiences and other life-long memories await you this summer at Camp 
Sentinel. 
  
Since 1949, Sentinel has been providing a summer Christian community for youth to build self-esteem, 
have meaningful connections, develop character, become strong leaders and to discover and explore 
creativity through the guidance of well trained staff.   We believe that camp is an opportunity for everyone 
and we are excited to see you and your family this year! 
 
THRIVE 2018 
Our lives are given to us by God who loves us and wants us to live life abundantly. This summer we will 
explore this promise through the reminder of planting our lives by streams of water. God calls us to have 
deep roots and to reach out far. In doing this, we know God and make God known. We show people hope 
in Christ, who is the source of peace and joy in life and our anchor in times of storms. We were meant to 
not just “get by” but we are called to THRIVE. 
  
Youth Overnight Camp Program 
Sentinel offers overnight and day camp programs for youth 5 to 18 years old during the summer. For over 
60 years our camp has provided a safe, fun, Christian summer camp experience. Daily activities include: 
swimming, boating, arts & crafts, teambuilding games, ropes course with zipline, rock wall, archery, hiking, 
large group team sports, and many other great adventures. Each evening the entire camp gathers for 
Vespers which is a time of worship, singing and Bible study. On Friday evenings, we gather at a special “red 
carpet celebration” banquet where campers dress up for a special dinner to celebrate the week. 
  
Boys and Girls Overnight Camp Youth 7-15 years 
old ($500) 
W1: July 8th - July 14th* 
W2: July 15th - July 21st  
W3: July 22nd - July 28th  
W4: Aug 5th - Aug 11th  
*2 week option (stay weeks 1 and 2 for $900) 
  

Teen Camp (ages 13-16) 
August 12th – August 17th $400 
  
Little Adventures (Ages 5-8) 
July 1st – July 3rd ($150) 
  
Senior Ventures (Ages 55+) 
June 17th – June 20th ($150) 

Homeschool Family Camp 
May 28th – May 30th ($250 per family household includes meals, lodging and activities) 
  
For a full list of our program offerings, more information or to sign up please visit our website 
at http://www.campsentinel.org/programdetails.php 
  
What the staff say: 
Often people ask me, how could you "give up" your summer to work at camp for 9 weeks, and I suppose that 
could be a valid question. I guess it's because camp is my home away from home, where my second family is. I 
get to spend my summer not only with amazing people but in a bubble that protects against all the world throws 
at me. I wake up to constant love, fun and smiles and most importantly my summer is devoted to helping kids 
find their relationship with Christ. Life outside camp is just so boring in comparison.  Simply put I would miss it 
– Claire, staff member 



ABC/VNH Region Newsletter – April 2018                                                                                   Page | 10 

Camp Sentinel News (Continued)          
 
Group Retreats at Sentinel Lodge 
Sentinel is open year-round and welcomes groups (30-200 guests) to enjoy the stillness of the grounds. 
Located in the foothills of the White Mountains in central New Hampshire, Sentinel offers a unique place to 
enjoy and explore the property’s 600 acres, a mile of waterfrontage, several hikes and adventure activities. 
Homemade meals are cooked to meet the group needs and the Lodge offers a place for meeting and 
lodging.  To book your retreat contact us at (603)539.4839 or info@campsentinel.org 
 
Ministry Children Weekend 
May 4th 6pm – May 6th 3pm 
Sentinel stands with churches and ministry families!  We are offering a weekend for youth (11+) to come to 
camp to be themselves and understand that there are others who know what it is like to walk in their 
shoes. With games, gatherings and great food, we will explore the questions; how do ministry kids fit in? 
How do they make faith their own? How can they be themselves? This weekend is purposed to support 
ministry kids in a loving, “meet you where you are at” way.  To sign up contact Kevin 
at kevin@campsentinel.org 
  
Women’s Retreat 
“Worship the Lord with Gladness!” Psalm 100:2 
Friday May 11th 5pm to Saturday May 12th 3pm 
This retreat is open for women of all ages to come together and spend time in the stillness of God’s 
Creation together.   The cost is $70 per person, includes lodging, activities and meals.  To sign 
up info@campsentinel.org 
  
Ministry retreat for Pastors: 
The year round Wixson Ministry Retreat offers two bedroom/one bath with a full kitchen and comfortable 
living room. This retreat is available to pastors, missionaries and lay people who are directly involved in 
ministry along with their household families for a donation. The cabin is open to others for $100 per night, 
to help offset the cost. To book your stay, please contact Kevin at info@campsentinel.org 
  
Sentinel Partners 
Sentinel is a Christ centered, Bible based summer camp experience for children. We welcome youth 
regardless of financial status. Please consider supporting Sentinel so we may reach more children in 
financial need. Donations may be made at campsentinel.org 
  
Sentinel’s Wish List 
We ask for your prayers and support as we embrace the past and invest in the future! View our current 
wish list at www.campsentinel.org/support.php 
  
Mission Statement 
The purpose of Camp Sentinel is to create a welcoming environment for Christian relationship building and 
spiritual renewal. Within the stillness of God’s creation and through the guidance of the staff, people are 
moved from discovery into authentic relationships with others and with Jesus Christ. 
  
29 Sentinel Lodge Road Center Tuftonboro, NH 03816 
(603) 539-4839    www.campsentinel.org 
 

http://www.campsentinel.org/
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Children and Families in Crisis Community Interfaith Forum      

Here’s an invitation from Bethany Christian Services. To register, please go to: 
https://www.events.unh.edu/RegistrationForm.pm?event_id=27806 
 

We are inviting you to a community forum to discuss ways to work together to meet the needs of 
children and families in crisis.  The forum will be held on Tuesday, April 17 from 8:30am -11:30am at 
Wellspring Worship Center, 407 N. Main Street, West Lebanon.  As you are probably aware, factors 
including the opioid crisis and homelessness, are having a significant impact on our children and 
families. This has resulted in a substantial increase in the number of crisis calls to the state and the 
children entering care. 
 

Please join us and the New Hampshire Division for Children, Youth and Families as we will be sharing 
information about  current needs in your local communities and asking for input from you. We will also 
share ways that we can partner together to support children and families in crisis and provide 
information about the church-led "Safe Families for Children" program. Please join us or send someone 
from your community who can represent you at the table and bring back information to you following 
the forum. We look forward to meeting everyone. 
 

Events Happening in 2018           
Here are events that are happening in 2018. Details will be forthcoming in future newsletters and on 
the website. 

Living in a Glass House: A Weekend for Pastors Children at Camp Sentinel - May 4th-6th, 2018 
Multi-Cultural Fresh Expressions Event in Nashua - May 19th, 2018 
25 to Life Retreat at Camp Sentinel - May 27th-28th, 2018 
Fresh Expressions Vision Day in New London - June 9th, 2018 
25 to Life Hampton Beach Day – June 25th, 2018 
25 to Life Sand Bar Beach Day – August 6th, 2018 
Beginning of Fresh Expressions Pioneer Community - October 11th, 2018 (9 month program) 
ReKindle Conference in Southern NH - October 20th, 2018 
25 to Life Common Man Dinner - October 27th, 2018 
 

Clergy & Ministerial Leaders Monthly Association Meetings      
Association Date Time Location Contact 

         

Central Fri., Apr. 20 8:15 a.m. 
The Fort Restaurant,      

Lebanon, NH 
Steve Hammond 

Green & White Wed., Apr. 18 10:00 a.m. 
Community Baptist Church, 

Whitefield, NH 
Greg Vigne 

Lakes Thur., Apr. 12 8:30 a.m. The Soda Shoppe, Laconia Linda Bolton 

Monadnock Thurs., Apr. 5 8:30 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Keene Charlie Boucher 

Northwest Tues., Apr. 10 9:30 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Burlington Karen Mendes 

Southeast Tues., Apr. 10 8:00 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Exeter Ken Lawrence 

Southern Tues., Apr. 10 11:30 a.m. Blake’s Restaurant, Manchester Malcolm Widness 

Southwest   Cancelled Kathleen Blackey 

Women Mini-
sterial Leaders 

Tues., Apr. 17   10:00 a.m. United Baptist Church, Concord Linda Bolton 

 

Remembering in our Prayers             
 Churches who are in the process of searching for pastors. 


