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A Note About Our Newsletters             

 

We are in the process of shifting how we communicate within the ABC Vermont and 
New Hampshire Region! Our plan in the future is to send out two publications a month. 
The first is a newsletter, which will primarily be on the Mission and the Ministry of the 
Region. The second is a bulletin board, which will be on what’s happening in our 
churches. Those who are getting the newsletter by mail will receive both together once 
a month.  
 
If you have anything you would like to share in the newsletter or bulletin board, please 
email Kathleen Blackey at kathleen.blackey@abcvnh.org. We would appreciate your 
prayers and your patience as we make this transition! 
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From Rev. Dale Edwards – Region Minister         
 

 Reflections on Church Renewal 

Over the last few years there seems to be a proliferation of books, 
seminars, and conferences on the subject of church renewal.  I 
have read my share, attended conferences, and heard speakers of 
diverse opinions and strategies. But when I began my journey of 
leading a church through renewal, resources were scarce. Church 
growth theory predominated, and the principles of church growth 
were applied equally to church planting and church renewal. For 
many years the American Baptist office of church planting was 
one in the same for church renewal. When I began my first call, there were not a lot of people 
talking about church renewal. In 1986 I found a church which had deliberated whether or not 
to close. My first intuition was to search out others who were in the same spot as me, and I 
remember there were a handful us working for church renewal in the old ABC of New 
Hampshire. In those days we were sometimes greeted with suspicion by other ABC churches 
and occasionally by denominational leadership. We were young pastors set on unsettling the 
status quo. Ironically, today I believe if we had not unsettled the status quo, the churches who 
called us would have died. The then executive minister in a straight forward manner told me 
my choice was “grow it or close it.” Although I am not sure hiring a green haired intern was 
what he had in mind.   

But I remember the bruises of the renewal journey; bruises, griefs, and fatigues that no 
amount of new strategies seemed to lessen. Today I rejoice that so much more is written on 
church renewal. We have arrived at a place where especially for old historic churches it is 
renewal or die. I think the proliferation of resources is a response, sometimes a belated 
response, to ministries frozen in time, grieving the past and disoriented about the future. I am 
glad for all these resources, and I am little bit envious they were not available in 1986. Yet at 
times many of the resources remind me of the church growth theories that predominated in 
the 70’s and 80’s. The newest strategy, or what is thought to be the newest strategy, is often a 
passing strategy, or really isn’t new at all, but is an old strategy communicated in new words. 

When I was imbibing as much church growth theory as my small mind could contain, and still 
today attempt to stay current on church renewal writing, I find a learned cautiousness creeping 
in and the need to be wary of the latest overarching grand strategy. What I remember most 
about leading through seasons of church renewal, is how much I needed just to sit and be with 
Christ. I didn’t know what “spiritual formation work” was, but I did discover if learned to be 
with God, then I could learn from theories and strategies, while not being enslaved to any of 
them. In some ways it freed me from being a partisan of any school of thought, or theory, or 
program. I discovered that a sovereign God was truly in control. I could pray, weigh the Word, 
think and glean. So some years the Alpha program was fruitful, some years it wasn’t. Some 
years the men’s group was alive, some years it wasn’t. But why did Experiencing God seem to 
work in every church I knew of, yet flop in mine? (continued on next page) 
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I didn’t envision a free community dinner but there it was. What do you do when a ministry 
comes about and prospers in the name of Jesus, but was never part of your long range plan for 
the church? I learned what church renewal often is; it is what bubbles up from the pews, in 
both small and big ways. When I had given up on some person or some issue, or some idea, the 
Holy Spirit really had been changing things, and I might have been too distracted to 
notice. Through hard lessons, today I still don’t give up on churches.    

I am still challenged to sit with Christ and marvel at it all, or join in the Holy Spirit’s power, or 
fall before the Father of time. I need to trust God works differently through different people to 
accomplish the forward movement of Christ’s Kingdom. Pray, think, trust, work hard, but 
always keeping in mind the limits of a fallen humanity. And even when our human strivings are 
good, there is still no predicting, managing, or controlling God‘s lavish grace and abundant 
power.    

  

Dr. Lee Spitzer – New ABC/USA General Secretary                                      
On May 15th the Board of General Ministries of the American Baptist 
Churches USA elected Dr. Lee Spitzer as the denomination’s chief executive 
officer. Dr. Spitzer has served 14 years as the Executive Minister of the 
American Baptist Churches of New Jersey. Previously he served pastorates 
in Nebraska, Rhode Island, and Massachusetts. Dr. Spitzer received his M. 
Div. and D. Min. degrees from Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. He 
also earned two PhDs - one from Boston University and a second from the 
Free University of Amsterdam.  
 

Dr. Spitzer’s priorities in leading ABC/USA are church renewal, church planting, multi-cultural ministry, 
and nurturing a new generation of denominational leaders. Dr. Spitzer will be installed as the General 
Secretary at the American Baptist Biannual in Portland Oregon on July 2, 2017. 

 

Mylinda Baites Coming to First Baptist Church, Keene              
Mylinda Baites, an ABC missionary is coming to First Baptist Church (105 
Maple Ave. Keene, NH) on Sunday, June 4th at 3PM.  
 
Mylinda’s mission focuses on human trafficking of women and children 
in the Iberoamerica-Carribean region. Mylinda helps create safe and 
sacred places where new life in Christ begins.  
 
Refreshments will be provided. 
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The trustees of our Region have decided to partner with an organization called Fresh Expressions. It “is 
an international movement of missionary disciples cultivating new kinds of church alongside existing 
congregations to more effectively engage our growing post-Christian society.”  
 
Fresh Expressions is a movement that is cultivating new forms of church alongside existing 
congregations in order to reach a changing world. Begun in England 10 years ago, it has resulted in the 
birth of over 2,500 new communities in the UK alone. Fresh Expressions has spread to Australia, 
Canada, New Zealand, and is also taking shape in the US. At its heart, Fresh Expressions is about 
empowering and equipping God’s people to develop creative expressions of church that can reach the 
increasing diversity of our society. 
 
On June 10th, 2017 from 9:00am – 3:30pm there will be a Vision Day at United Baptist Church in 
Concord, NH, and churches are encouraged to send members to participate. Cost is $20. Pastors can 
get continuing education credits for attending.  
 
What is Vision Day? 
Vision Day is a great way to discover more about Fresh Expressions. 
In an interactive format, you will have the chance to: 

 Hear how Fresh Expressions is renewing the church 
 Talk about the development of Fresh Expressions US 
 Learn more about the Mission-Shaped Church 
 Discover tools to start Fresh Expressions in your area 

 
What’s the schedule? 
9:00am  Gathering Time – Coffee & Refreshments 
9:30am  Welcome & Worship 
10:00am  Session # 1 – Movement: How Fresh Expressions Is Changing the Landscape 
10:45am  Break 
11:00am  Session # 2 – Need: Why Fresh Expressions Matter for the Church 
12:00pm  Lunch Break 
12:45pm  Session # 3 – Form: Creating Fresh Expressions in Context 
1:45pm  Break 
2:00pm  Session # 4 – Action: How It’s Happening and How You Can Get Involved 
3:30pm  Closing 
 
To register for the event, go to: http://freshexpressionsus.org/event/vision-day-new-england                             
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25 to Life Family Retreat at Camp Sentinel         
Although the retreat content changes slightly from year to year, the goals remain the same – building 
connections with others in ministry, restful time away from everyday life, and spiritual growth. At this 
year's 25 to Life retreat, 46 adults and children enjoyed time at beautiful Camp Sentinel in Center 
Tuftonboro, NH. Sentinel staff helpfully provided fun kids' activities so couples could participate in 
teaching and discussion times together. Dr. Jeremy Wilkins from Boston College presented and guided 
discussion about The Theology, History, and Purpose of Vows in Spiritual Formation. Discussion time 
was rich and included the state of our current culture and the recent buzz from The Benedict Option.  
 
Beach Day is coming up on June 26! This is a social day at the beach and summer cookout hosted by 
Jessie and Mark Lowe at First Baptist Church in Hampton, NH. For more information or to RSVP for 
Beach Day, please email preacherman144@hotmail.com. You can also learn more about 25 to Life at 
25toLifeforJesus.com. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Clergy & Ministerial Leaders Monthly Association Meetings      
 

Association Date Time Location Contact 
      

 
  

Central   No Summer Meetings Dale Nicholas 
Green & White   No Summer Meetings Greg Vigne 
Green & White 
Active Pastors 

Tue., June 6 
Tue., July 11 

1:00 p.m. 
Community Baptist Church, 

Whitefield 
Greg Vigne 

Lakes Thurs., June 8 8:00 a.m. The Soda Shoppe, Laconia Linda Bolton 
Monadnock   No Summer Meetings Charlie Boucher 

Northwest   No Summer Meetings Karen Mendes 

Southeast Tues., June 13 8:00 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Brentwood Ken Lawrence 

Southern   Not Known 
Please Contact John Cerrato 

John Cerrato 

Southwest Thurs. June 15 9:30 a.m. 
1st Baptist Church,  

South Londonderry Parsonage 
Kathleen Blackey 

Women Mini-
sterial Leaders 

Mon., June 12 10:00 a.m. United Baptist Church, Concord Linda Bolton 



ABC/VNH Region Newsletter – June 2017                                                                                              Page | 6 

Camp Sentinel Update                                
Since 1949, Sentinel has been providing a summer Christian community for youth to build self-esteem, 
have meaningful connections, develop character, become strong leaders and to discover and explore 
creativity through the guidance of well trained staff.  We believe that camp is an opportunity for 
everyone and we are excited to see you and your family this year! 
  

Summer Camp 2017  
Youth Overnight Camp Program 
(BG1-BG6) Boys and Girls Overnight Camp 
($480) Youth 7-15 years old 
For over 60 years our camp has provided a 
safe, fun, Christian summer camp 
experience. Daily activities include: 
swimming, boating, arts & crafts, 
teambuilding games, ropes course with 
zipline, rockwall, archery, hiking, large 
group team sports, and many other great 
adventures. Each evening the entire camp 
gathers for Vespers which is a time of 
worship, singing and Bible study. Weekly Theme: Red Carpet.  On Friday evenings we gather at a 
special “red carpet celebration” banquet where campers dress up for a special dinner to celebrate the 
week. 
  

Program weeks: 
Sunday June 25th *, Sunday July 2nd, Sunday July 9th *, Sunday 
July 16th, Sunday July 23rd, Sunday August 6th (*campers may 
stay for two weeks) 
                

2017 summer brochures have been mailed to campers and 
churches.  If you need additional copies please contact the 
camp office 
603.539.4839 or info@campsentinel.org  Churches may 
email or mail roster of children with payment of $100 per 
camper to the camp office. Register online 
at www.campsentinel.org  

  
Year round retreats: 
Sentinel Lodge is open year round for churches and groups to come to the stillness of the 600 acres 
and enjoy a mile of water frontage. We are happy to work with your details and your budget, as 
Sentinel operates mission first. To book a retreat, please email kevin@campsentinel.org   

 

Prayer Concerns             
 Prayers for Peter Bolster, who recently suffered a very severe heart attack while on vacation in 

Maryland. He will be recuperating there for several more weeks. Cards and notes can be sent to: 
Rev. Peter Bolster Western Maryland Regional Medical Center 12500 Willowbrook Rd. Cumberland 
MD 21502 

tel:(603)%20539-4839
mailto:info@campsentinel.org
http://www.campsentinel.org/
mailto:kevin@campsentinel.org

