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A Note About Our Newsletters
We’ll be taking the month of July off and working on a new format starting in August. If
you have anything your church would like to share in the newsletter, please email
Kathleen Blackey at kathleen.blackey@abcvnh.org. Thank you for your help in
communicating what is happening throughout our Region!

From Rev. Dale Edwards – Region Minister
Ferment
In my family’s oral tradition, there is a story of a relative who
was attempting to make hard cider in the barn. The sweet cider
was placed in a wooden barrel to ferment. For some
unexplained reason the barrel blew up. The barrel blowing up
was not a big event, but when this particular barrel blew apart it
impaled a pig with several barrel nails ending the pig’s life. The
ferment was expected, but not the pork dinner.
The Church I know best is the New England Church. I am ill equipped to comment on the rest
of the country. Sometimes when comparing notes with friends in London, it seems like we
have more in common with London than Dallas. Thus the UK holds a special interest for me.
Sometimes watching the church in New England is like observing the cider fermenting in a
barrel. I travel, listen, converse, and read across denominational lines and ministries. There is a
common quest, maybe anxiety, that we need to grapple with the future. With this I agree. But I
am not sure that “re-inventing” or “re-branding” a denomination, or church, or ministry is how
the Body of Christ navigates the future. There is a depth to following Jesus, that cannot be
boxed. I admit that missiology discerns context, and community. It is a long reach for the
Gospel into secularism. But I worry a little that trying out the “what works?” obscures the
“what is God using?” In Adele Calhoun’s book, Disciplines that Transform Us, there is a chapter
on the temptation of “image management”. The author’s point is that image management
creates the shallow, if not the false.
My concern is that in a dizzying fractured world, where with all good intentions we seek to
serve Christ, yet with world views formed by social media and mass marketing, does our
contemporary cultural ferment cause us to settle for the expedient and not the timeless? In
the New England context there are countless dedicated and sacrificial Christian leaders. But I
also see the clash of missiology, theological definitions, and Christian world views. The
fermentation is good. Ferment brings new wine. But it can blow up and kill the pig! Only the
Holy Spirit can guide and direct the ferment. Jesus is timeless. He whose Spirit created out of
chaos will recreate and renew a New England Church. And this church, in all its geographical
manifestation, has never been ours to own, it is only Christ’s.
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We appreciate your grace as we transition to our new office. Our new address is:
93 South Main Street, Suite 201
West Lebanon NH 03784
Our new phone numbers are:
New office phone: 603.790.8044
New fax: 603.790.8056

Fresh Expressions
This last year, ABCVNH engaged in a partnership with Fresh Expressions USA to discover new missional
ways to engage our culture and society with the Good News of Jesus Christ. This was a new adventure
for our region and to date over 200 people have participated in Fresh Expressions events via this
partnership. Numerous church leaders have been affirmed in their current ministries. Others have
been motivated to engage in Fresh Expressions of evangelism, discipleship and Christian
community. ABCVNH’s partnership with Fresh Expressions is having an impact on our ministries. In
many ways, this partnership has acted as a catalyst for a new understanding of church, community and
mission.
On June 9th the “Kearsarge Vision Day” will be held at First Baptist Church in New London NH. This
event will follow the same format as those we have held in Concord NH and Middlebury VT. Pastors
are encouraged to attend both events with their church leadership.
We are inspired to see so many harvesting from the ABCVNH partnership with Fresh Expressions and
are ready to offer a “high commitment” opportunity, for those who feel led, to join a Fresh Expressions
Learning Community. This Learning Community is for pastors and church leaders who wish to initiate a
Fresh Expression of mission and ministry within an existing congregation, or begin a new Fresh
Expression of mission and Christian community. This Learning Community is a nine-month
commitment beginning with a two-day retreat on Sept. 8 and 9 at Rolling Hills Conference Center in
Andover, MA. During the course of the Learning Community, participants will receive mentoring,
coaching and support in the nurturing of Fresh Expressions. After the retreat, participants will work
together via computer conferencing. The nine-month Learning Community will conclude with another
retreat.
Dale Edwards is trying to determine the level of interest within ABCVNH for a Fresh Expressions
Learning Community which, as mentioned, will begin in September. Whether you are a pastor, church
leader or someone who wants to try a new approach, please contact the ABCVNH office with any
questions or to indicate your intention to commit to this Fresh Expressions Learning Community.
Contact:
Dale Edwards
dale.edwards@abcvnh.org
office@abcvnh.org
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25 to Life Family Retreat Review

Last month, pastors and their families from all over Northern New England came together to discuss,
share, encourage, eat, and pray during the Family Retreat. This year's speaker, Dr. Jeremy D. Wilkins,
Associate Professor of Systematic Theology at Boston College, spoke about the Theology, History, and
Purpose of Vows in Spiritual Formation. Pastors and their spouses had opportunities to explore what it
means to the difficult work of sticking with their churches through an entire lifetime of spiritual
challenge and growth. Some of the youth participated in some lively theological discussions, and many
of the younger kids participated in a sand castle competition. To find out more about 25toLife, you can
connect with them through their website: 25tolifeforjesus.com.

Prayer on Facebook
We have begun to put a weekly prayer post on our Facebook site
(ABC Vermont & New Hampshire) to be able to join in prayer with
others for specific needs from our ABC-VNH family. The post will be
changed every Tuesday and feature two churches to pray for that
week. Rev. Dale Edwards will also post region requests for us to
pray for on a regular basis.
If you read a post and pray for it, “like” the prayer request as an
added comfort to the person who posted it. Also, feel free to add
an encouraging word, a scripture or a comment to the post. If you
read the page early in the week, you are urged to check the page
numerous times throughout the week to see added requests. Every
prayer request will be prayed for as we have volunteers who have committed to oversee the site.

Camp Sentinel News
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Swimming with new friends in the crystal clear refreshing waters of Dan Hole Pond, enjoying the spectacular
views from the Ledges hike, challenging yourself on our team building ropes course, relishing well balanced
home cooked meals in the Lodge dining hall, and simply appreciating the warm and distinct smell of the
campfire with friends. These experiences and other life-long memories await you this summer at Camp
Sentinel.
Since 1949, Sentinel has been providing a summer Christian community for youth to build self-esteem,
have meaningful connections, develop character, become strong leaders and to discover and explore
creativity through the guidance of well trained staff. We believe that camp is an opportunity for everyone
and we are excited to see you and your family this year!
THRIVE 2018
Our lives are given to us by God who loves us and wants us to live life abundantly. This summer we will
explore this promise through the reminder of planting our lives by streams of water. God calls us to have
deep roots and to reach out far. In doing this, we know God and make God known. We show people hope
in Christ, who is the source of peace and joy in life and our anchor in times of storms. We were meant to
not just “get by” but we are called to THRIVE.
Youth Overnight Camp Program
Sentinel offers overnight and day camp programs for youth 5 to 18 years old during the summer. For over
60 years our camp has provided a safe, fun, Christian summer camp experience. Daily activities include:
swimming, boating, arts & crafts, teambuilding games, ropes course with zipline, rock wall, archery, hiking,
large group team sports, and many other great adventures. Each evening the entire camp gathers for
Vespers which is a time of worship, singing and Bible study. On Friday evenings, we gather at a special “red
carpet celebration” banquet where campers dress up for a special dinner to celebrate the week.
Boys and Girls Overnight Camp Youth 7-15 years
old ($500)
W1: July 8th - July 14th*
W2: July 15th - July 21st
W3: July 22nd - July 28th
W4: Aug 5th - Aug 11th
*2 week option (stay weeks 1 and 2 for $900)

Teen Camp (ages 13-16)
August 12th – August 17th $400
Little Adventures (Ages 5-8)
July 1st – July 3rd ($150)
Senior Ventures (Ages 55+)
June 17th – June 20th ($150)

Homeschool Family Camp
May 28th – May 30th ($250 per family household includes meals, lodging and activities)
For a full list of our program offerings, more information or to sign up please visit our website
at http://www.campsentinel.org/programdetails.php

Camp Sentinel News (Continued)
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Group Retreats at Sentinel Lodge
Sentinel is open year-round and welcomes groups (30-200 guests) to enjoy the stillness of the grounds.
Located in the foothills of the White Mountains in central New Hampshire, Sentinel offers a unique place to
enjoy and explore the property’s 600 acres, a mile of waterfrontage, several hikes and adventure activities.
Homemade meals are cooked to meet the group needs and the Lodge offers a place for meeting and
lodging. To book your retreat contact us at (603)539.4839 or info@campsentinel.org
Ministry retreat for Pastors:
The year round Wixson Ministry Retreat offers two bedroom/one bath with a full kitchen and comfortable
living room. This retreat is available to pastors, missionaries and lay people who are directly involved in
ministry along with their household families for a donation. The cabin is open to others for $100 per night,
to help offset the cost. To book your stay, please contact Kevin at info@campsentinel.org
Sentinel Partners
Sentinel is a Christ centered, Bible based summer camp experience for children. We welcome youth
regardless of financial status. Please consider supporting Sentinel so we may reach more children in
financial need. Donations may be made at campsentinel.org
Sentinel’s Wish List
We ask for your prayers and support as we embrace the past and invest in the future! View our current
wish list at www.campsentinel.org/support.php
Mission Statement
The purpose of Camp Sentinel is to create a welcoming environment for Christian relationship building and
spiritual renewal. Within the stillness of God’s creation and through the guidance of the staff, people are
moved from discovery into authentic relationships with others and with Jesus Christ.
29 Sentinel Lodge Road Center Tuftonboro, NH 03816
(603) 539-4839 www.campsentinel.org

Events Happening in 2018
Here are events that are happening in 2018:
Fresh Expressions Vision Day in New London - June 9th, 2018
Trustees Meeting – June 16th, 2018
25 to Life Hampton Beach Day – June 25th, 2018
25 to Life Sand Bar Beach Day – August 6th, 2018
Beginning of Fresh Expressions Pioneer Community - October 11th, 2018 (9 month program)
ReKindle Conference in Southern NH - October 20th, 2018
25 to Life Common Man Dinner - October 27th, 2018

Clergy & Ministerial Leaders Monthly Association Meetings for the Summer
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Association

Date

Time

Central

Fri., June 15

8:15 a.m.

Location

Contact

The Fort Restaurant,

Green & White
Lakes
Monadnock
Northwest
Southeast
Southern

Thur., June 14

8:30 a.m.

Tues., June 12
Tues., June 12
Tues., June 12

9:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Southwest

Thur., June 21

9:30 a.m.

Women Ministerial Leaders

Steve Hammond
Lebanon, NH
No Meetings Scheduled
The Soda Shoppe, Laconia
No Meetings Scheduled
st
1 Baptist Church, Burlington
1st Baptist Church, Exeter
Blake’s Restaurant, Manchester
First Baptist Church,
South Londonderry
No Meetings Scheduled

Greg Vigne
Linda Bolton
Charlie Boucher
Karen Mendes
Ken Lawrence
Malcolm Widness
Kathleen Blackey
Linda Bolton

Remembering in our Prayers



Prayers for Rev. Joel Eaton, who was recently diagnosed with Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma and has begun
treatment. If you wish to send Joel and/or Rachelle a note, their mailing address is 30 Hill Road,
Acworth, NH 03601.
Churches who are in the process of searching for pastors.

New Home Needed for Baby Grand Piano
A member of FBC of Hanover at Etna is downsizing and would like to find a new home for her Kimball baby
grand piano. The piano has a dark mahogany finish, is in great condition but would need tuning. It is offered free
to a congregation or individual who would enjoy it. If you are interested, please contact Mike Hall, pastor, on his
cell # 610-223-6204. Mike has moved pianos previously and has offered to help with moving this piano if the
need is there.

News Around the Region


The Baptist Church of Franklin would like to joyously announce that on May 6th they celebrated 2
baptisms and welcomed 9 new members to their church.
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