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A Note About Our Newsletters
If you have anything your church would like to share in the newsletter, please email
Kathleen Blackey at kathleen.blackey@abcvnh.org. Thank you for your help in
communicating what is happening throughout our Region!

From Rev. Dale Edwards – Region Minister
Region Minister’s Report for 2017-2018
Reading in current missiology, I am finding recurring
phraseology that describes the world we inhabit. The phrases
used by theologians, church historians, and mission strategists
make reference to the “in between era”, the “in between
world”, or the “in between epoch”. Some scholars write that the
world has not changed this rapidly since the Reformation or the
Enlightenment. If this is true, you and I are privileged to live
during a 500- year cyclical shift in history. Whether the impact is analogous to the Reformation
or the Enlightenment, arguably both rocked the Church. Today the Church of Western culture
is being challenged, buffeted, and even refined by this historic shift. I believe we face nothing
less than the re-evangelization of western society which entails a new missiology founded on a
timeless orthodox Christian faith and practice. Cultural Christianity and societally conditioned
churches will fade and die. Churches and historic families of churches like ABCVNH remain
called to grow Christ’s kingdom as God entrusts us to do so. But a vision apart from the
forward movement of Christ’s Kingdom, a truncated vision of survival and comfort will only
compound unfaithfulness and entropy. My guiding question remains, how does a historic
association of churches in this time and place avail itself to Christ’s cause, and enter into God’s
purposes? This question is not abstract, when we pray that the Holy Spirit will move and work
in all the details and practicalities of ministry. Strategically and tactically, a sovereign God
reigns over and works through both vistas and details. Out of chaos and evil Christ redeems us,
and how easy it is to forget the resurrected Christ being within the Church, yet reigning over it.
As I share my 2017-2018 report with you, there is much to be encouraged about, and much to
look forward to, and many, many challenges ahead. 2017 and more so in 2018 will be a time of
new initiatives. I pray the Holy Spirit fills finite efforts. I pray God’s granting of wisdom and
direction. New initiatives involve risks, yet the option of inertia does not serve Christ. The
largest initiative our region trustees have voted to pursue was a partnership with Fresh
Expressions. This missionary/renewal movement began within the Anglican communion of the
United Kingdom in 2004. This movement spans denominations, including several Baptist ones.
It serves in Western Europe, North American, Australia and New Zealand. Seven American
Baptist regions along with the General Secretary are working with Fresh Expressions. Because
of the initial enthusiastic support of ABCVNH in response to Fresh Expressions, this partnership
will deepen and expand in 2018. The missiology grapples with the big question of how does the
church bring the Gospel to a secular post-Christian western society? I believe this struggle must
also involve the humility to learn from the Global South Christian community.
Another new initiative for 2018 will be the re-instituting of the Kindle the Fire Conference.
This was once a conference held to our south in Massachusetts focused on church health,
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leadership, and revitalization. This conference will be held at CenterPoint Church in Salem NH,
and we hope that American Baptists from across New England will join us. A further new
initiative is a cooperative effort of Camp Sentinel, the Minister’s Council, and ABCVNH to
provide two retreat opportunities for pastors’ children, middle school and older, so as to
“unpack” what it is like to be a “PK”. Yet while we pursue Christ in new initiatives, we will
continue the classic work of church renewal, care and support of pastors and churches,
spiritual formation, and the management of ministry resources. God has continued to bless us
by calling pastors to Vermont and New Hampshire. Of our 147 churches, as of today only 9 of
all sizes are searching for new leadership. Considering the ebb and flow of pastoral changes, I
am deeply grateful for God’s provision.
To this extent, I would like to pivot from missiological to management. There are “concrete”
items to celebrate and ponder. These I offer in bullet point format.
 The regional budget deficit for 2017 is $16,800 compared to $120,000 in 2012. Yet
ABCVNH will need to realize United Mission Giving of at least $75,000 and a region
offering of at least $50,000 to remain viable in its mission. Simply put, we can do
substantial ministry on a small cash flow.
 Again this year, ABCVNH, in the management of its funds, restricted endowments and
grants has returned $90,000 to local pastors and churches for the care and support of
ministry and mission.
 As of Feb 8, 2018 the Vermont Supreme Court has closed the case concerning the sale of
the former Gove Hill Conference Center. The potential buyers are now unencumbered
to purchase the property in that all legal challenges to the purchase have been
denied. In keeping with the trustees’ policy, the funding from the sale will go to
replenishing the region endowment fund whose principle for several years was depleted
balancing operating budgets and the camp and conference program. These yearly
deficits ranged from $150,000 to $400,000 per year, and resulted in the reduction of the
region’s total endowment funds from $2.4 million to the current total worth of
$910,000. A partial rebuilding of the region endowment will help meet our legal and
fiduciary obligations as we seek to expand the ministry.
 The former FBC Northwood property has been sold. Because of the building’s
deterioration and future sprinkler system requirements, the selling price was reduced to
$90,000. In keeping with a vote of the trustees, 50% of the realized income went to
balancing this year’s budget, and 50% set aside for church renewal and evangelism
initiatives.
 In late spring the region office will be moved to a less expensive location.
 Title to the FBC Newton, NH property is still pending in Rockingham County Probate
Court.
At the end of year six, I remain grateful for the call to serve as the Region Minister. The
dedication of my part-time staff, our pastors and leaders still inspires me, and affirms God’s
love for the Church. Like Abraham traveling from Ur, I often don’t know where we are going,
except heaven, but I know not moving dishonors Christ. Christ redeems our mistakes and even
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uses them, but our sometimes dispassion must grieve God. I ask that we continue this journey
together with vision but not necessarily with clarity. Sometimes faith is like that. The Lord and
Savior who led Paul to Philippi is the same who leads us into 2018.
In Jesus’ name,
Dale
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Camp Sentinel News
Swimming with new friends in the crystal clear refreshing waters of Dan Hole Pond, enjoying the spectacular
views from the Ledges hike, challenging yourself on our team building ropes course, relishing well balanced
home cooked meals in the Lodge dining hall, and simply appreciating the warm and distinct smell of the
campfire with friends. These experiences and other life-long memories await you this summer at Camp
Sentinel.
Since 1949, Sentinel has been providing a summer Christian community for youth to build self-esteem,
have meaningful connections, develop character, become strong leaders and to discover and explore
creativity through the guidance of well trained staff. We believe that camp is an opportunity for everyone
and we are excited to see you and your family this year!
THRIVE 2018
Our lives are given to us by God who loves us and wants us to live life abundantly. This summer we will
explore this promise through the reminder of planting our lives by streams of water. God calls us to have
deep roots and to reach out far. In doing this, we know God and make God known. We show people hope
in Christ, who is the source of peace and joy in life and our anchor in times of storms. We were meant to
not just “get by” but we are called to THRIVE.
Youth Overnight Camp Program
Sentinel offers overnight and day camp programs for youth 5 to 18 years old during the summer. For over
60 years our camp has provided a safe, fun, Christian summer camp experience. Daily activities include:
swimming, boating, arts & crafts, teambuilding games, ropes course with zipline, rock wall, archery, hiking,
large group team sports, and many other great adventures. Each evening the entire camp gathers for
Vespers which is a time of worship, singing and Bible study. On Friday evenings, we gather at a special “red
carpet celebration” banquet where campers dress up for a special dinner to celebrate the week.
Boys and Girls Overnight Camp Youth 7-15 years
old ($500)
W1: July 8th - July 14th*
W2: July 15th - July 21st
W3: July 22nd - July 28th
W4: Aug 5th - Aug 11th
*2 week option (stay weeks 1 and 2 for $900)

Teen Camp (ages 13-16)
August 12th – August 17th $400
Little Adventures (Ages 5-8)
July 1st – July 3rd ($150)
Senior Ventures (Ages 55+)
June 17th – June 20th ($150)

Homeschool Family Camp
May 28th – May 30th ($250 per family household includes meals, lodging and activities)
For a full list of our program offerings, more information or to sign up please visit our website
at http://www.campsentinel.org/programdetails.php
What the staff say:
Often people ask me, how could you "give up" your summer to work at camp for 9 weeks, and I suppose that
could be a valid question. I guess it's because camp is my home away from home, where my second family is. I
get to spend my summer not only with amazing people but in a bubble that protects against all the world throws
at me. I wake up to constant love, fun and smiles and most importantly my summer is devoted to helping kids
find their relationship with Christ. Life outside camp is just so boring in comparison. Simply put I would miss it
– Claire, staff member
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Camp Sentinel News (Continued)
Group Retreats at Sentinel Lodge
Sentinel is open year-round and welcomes groups (30-200 guests) to enjoy the stillness of the grounds.
Located in the foothills of the White Mountains in central New Hampshire, Sentinel offers a unique place to
enjoy and explore the property’s 600 acres, a mile of waterfrontage, several hikes and adventure activities.
Homemade meals are cooked to meet the group needs and the Lodge offers a place for meeting and
lodging. To book your retreat contact us at (603)539.4839 or info@campsentinel.org
Ministry Children Weekend
May 4th 6pm – May 6th 3pm
Sentinel stands with churches and ministry families! We are offering a weekend for youth (11+) to come to
camp to be themselves and understand that there are others who know what it is like to walk in their
shoes. With games, gatherings and great food, we will explore the questions; how do ministry kids fit in?
How do they make faith their own? How can they be themselves? This weekend is purposed to support
ministry kids in a loving, “meet you where you are at” way. To sign up contact Kevin
at kevin@campsentinel.org
Women’s Retreat
“Worship the Lord with Gladness!” Psalm 100:2
Friday May 11th 5pm to Saturday May 12th 3pm
This retreat is open for women of all ages to come together and spend time in the stillness of God’s
Creation together. The cost is $70 per person, includes lodging, activities and meals. To sign
up info@campsentinel.org
Ministry retreat for Pastors:
The year round Wixson Ministry Retreat offers two bedroom/one bath with a full kitchen and comfortable
living room. This retreat is available to pastors, missionaries and lay people who are directly involved in
ministry along with their household families for a donation. The cabin is open to others for $100 per night,
to help offset the cost. To book your stay, please contact Kevin at info@campsentinel.org
Sentinel Partners
Sentinel is a Christ centered, Bible based summer camp experience for children. We welcome youth
regardless of financial status. Please consider supporting Sentinel so we may reach more children in
financial need. Donations may be made at campsentinel.org
Sentinel’s Wish List
We ask for your prayers and support as we embrace the past and invest in the future! View our current
wish list at www.campsentinel.org/support.php
Mission Statement
The purpose of Camp Sentinel is to create a welcoming environment for Christian relationship building and
spiritual renewal. Within the stillness of God’s creation and through the guidance of the staff, people are
moved from discovery into authentic relationships with others and with Jesus Christ.
29 Sentinel Lodge Road Center Tuftonboro, NH 03816
(603) 539-4839 www.campsentinel.org
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Prayer on Facebook
We have begun to put a weekly prayer post on our Facebook site
(ABC Vermont & New Hampshire) to be able to join in prayer with
others for specific needs from our ABC-VNH family. The post will be
changed every Tuesday and feature two churches to pray for that
week. Rev. Dale Edwards will also post region requests for us to
pray for on a regular basis.
If you read a post and pray for it, “like” the prayer request as an
added comfort to the person who posted it. Also, feel free to add
an encouraging word, a scripture or a comment to the post. If you
read the page early in the week, you are urged to check the page
numerous times throughout the week to see added requests. Every
prayer request will be prayed for as we have volunteers who have committed to oversee the site.

Events Happening in 2018
Here are events that are happening in 2018. Details will be forthcoming in future newsletters and on
the website.
Multi-Cultural Fresh Expressions Event in Nashua - April 19th, 2018
Living in a Glass House: A Weekend for Pastors Children at Camp Sentinel - May 4th-6th, 2018
25 to Life Retreat at Camp Sentinel - May 27th-28th, 2018
Fresh Expressions Vision Day in New London - June 9th, 2018
25 to Life Hampton Beach Day – June 25th, 2018
25 to Life Sand Bar Beach Day – August 6th, 2018
Beginning of Fresh Expressions Pioneer Community - October 11th, 2018 (9 month program)
ReKindle Conference in Southern NH - October 20th, 2018
25 to Life Common Man Dinner - October 27th, 2018

Major Building Updates Happening at First Baptist Church of Sanbornton, NH
First Baptist Church realized that in
order to accommodate their growing
congregation, they needed a
basement and small extension off
their sanctuary. They have already
raised enough money to lift the
church and put it on a new
foundation and are now raising funds
for the small extension, which will
include a small Sunday School room
and handicapped bathrooms.
To donate monetary funds or building materials, please contact their project manager, Robert Scott, at
617-852-4407, or check out their website at firstbaptistchurchofsanbornton.org
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Clergy & Ministerial Leaders Monthly Association Meetings
Association

Date

Time

Central

Fri., Mar. 16

8:15 a.m.

Green & White

Wed., Mar. 21

10:00 a.m.

Thurs., Mar. 1
Tues., Mar. 13

8:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Tues., Feb. 13
Thur., Mar. 15

11:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Lakes
Monadnock
Northwest
Southeast
Southern
Southwest
Women Ministerial Leaders

Location

Contact

The Fort Restaurant,
Lebanon, NH
Community Baptist Church,
Whitefield, NH
Cancelled
1st Baptist Church, Keene
1st Baptist Church, Burlington
Cancelled
Blake’s Restaurant, Manchester
Cavendish Baptist Church

Linda Bolton
Charlie Boucher
Karen Mendes
Ken Lawrence
Malcolm Widness
Kathleen Blackey

Not meeting

Linda Bolton

Steve Hammond
Greg Vigne

Overseed's 2018 Northern New England Replant Pastors Conference
This year’s Overseed Conference is The Healthy Small Church. This gathering for replant pastors will feature
rural church scholar Rev. Dr. Jason McConnell who pastors two small churches in northwest Vermont.
Join them Friday, April 6th at 3:00 pm - Saturday, April 7 at 2:00 pm at Alton Bay Christian Conference Center in
Alton, NH. Meals and overnight accommodations are $50/individual or $75/couple. Scholarships are available.
To register for the conference, go to: https://www.overseed.org/registration

Growing by Half: Part-time Pastor, Full-time Church
April 20-22, 2018 in Portland, Maine
A collaboration of the Maine Conference, United Church of Christ & The BTS Center
Glass half-empty, or glass half-full? As many churches face shrinking resources, and shift from full-time to parttime paid leadership, do we see them as markers of failure or signs of emergent opportunities? At Convocation
2018 we will name what's been lost - reflecting on the implications of fewer opportunities for congregations to
be led by full-time, ordained clergy. But our priority is to share what's been found - learning about congregations
experiencing heightened vitality through part-time pastoral leadership. Lay leaders and pastors in part-time
settings will share how their communities are re-imagining once familiar roles, and how they are seeing creative
energies being unleashed for vital ministries. Workshops will offer deeper dives into mindset, method, and
motivation to help release your community's potential. Learn more and register at:
http://www.thebtscenter.org/programs/convocation2018/

Remembering in our Prayers


Churches who are in the process of searching for pastors.
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