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A Note About Our Newsletters             

 

If you have anything your church would like to share in the newsletter, please email 
Kathleen Blackey at kathleen.blackey@abcvnh.org. Thank you for your help in 
communicating what is happening throughout our Region! 
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From Rev. Dale Edwards – Region Minister         
         This fall there have been weeks when I felt like I conversed 
with attorneys more than pastors.  It seems like three regional 
property issues converged within several weeks.  The most 
critical was an appearance at the Vermont Supreme Court 
concerning the sale of Gove Hill.  The court clerk assured us that 
we would know the court’s ruling in 30 days to six months.  Oh 
well.    
        Concerning one of our closed properties, our attorney and I 
went on a treasure hunt to clarify a “corporate succession” 
issue.  But delving into New Hampshire Baptist Annual reports 
lead me into reading Baptist history from the 1930’s and 1940’s.  The accounts through a 
depression and a world war are of a faithful prayerful people seeking to serve Christ in a world 
that was traumatized.  Concerns jump from the convention’s reports: The lessening of public 
and private morality during the war years, pervasive gambling and alcohol addiction, and the 
national shame of racism. There was a pastor shortage because so many were away as military 
chaplains. There was both anxiety and forethought on how the church would respond to war 
refugees coming from a devastated Europe.  The New Hampshire Baptist Convention was 
working with the Evangelistic Association of New England (forerunner of Vision New England) 
on evangelism events in the state.  The convention’s Christian education staff person organized 
groups of young people from local churches into VBS teams, which then were made available 
to local churches for summer programing.  There was conversation about purchasing a camp.  
Some pastor’s salaries, especially in the northern counties, were being subsidized by the 
convention.  The convention staff consisted of a “general secretary”, a C.E. staff person and a 
secretary.    
         It had to have been a frightening and intimidating world, but these Baptist were 
committed to serving Christ.  There was no retreat from the world in flames around them. 
When I travel our two state region, I know the Holy Spirit is preparing a historic Baptist 
movement for a new season of mission.  I saw this especially pronounced at the Fresh 
Expressions event at Middlebury.  I saw it in the worship at our annual gathering.  And I find it 
in the energy and vision of pastors and church leaders.  Grappling with the opioid crisis, 
reaching out to lost young people, welcoming people in the name of Jesus, seeing people 
embraced by Christ, sometimes in all the profound reality and emotion of those moments, I 
know we have a cloud of witnesses hanging over us.  The human condition has not changed.   
Our call as Christ’s servants has not changed.  The saving grace of God has not changed.  The 
Holy Spirit’s power and presence has not changed.    
         If a generation of Christians can faithfully and joyfully journey through a depression and a 
war, we too can journey through our times and places.  We can anticipate the “what next”, 
even if we can’t see around the next corner.  God is good, so we have nothing to fear.  Our 
Lord is still about redeeming us and the whole of creation.  “For what shall separate us from 
the love of Christ . . . “ 
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Baptism at The Union Church Community in Christ       
This article was written by Rev. Donna Gage, pastor of The Union Church Community in Christ. A few 
years ago, the Region came into possession of a building, and a church has grown out of that desire to 
share Jesus in Westmoreland. 
 

 
On July 30th, 2017, The Union Church Community in Christ located in Westmoreland, NH’s tiny east 
village, celebrated an event two years in the making! We were doubly blessed to have Rev. Dale and 
Laurie Edwards in attendance. 
 
Following the morning worship service, everyone headed out to our intended destination- the banks of 
Mill Brook – where we could continue to celebrate God by baptizing ten people. Our numbers would 
have been fewer had we been able to do this in 2016 as originally planned. Back then, there were only 
three individuals seeking baptism; don’t get wrong – we would have gladly celebrated their baptism, 
had there been any water in the brook! 

 
This year there was water – frigid water! I 
remember Dale encouraging me by pointing out 
that we could take it; and sure enough, after just 
a few minutes, we were numb. I mean this last in 
the best possible way! Seriously, there was a 
lovely sandy beach and a bridge above us 
spanning the brook where the rest of our church 
family could gather and cheer as each person 
came up out of the water. 
 
In full disclosure, we had only planned on 
baptizing nine individuals that day. Just prior to 
the worship service a young girl approached me 

and earnestly whispered: “I have Jesus in my heart and I want to be ‘appetized’ with my Grandma!” 
Amazed at the eloquent way this 5 year old expressed her desire and understanding of what believer’s 
baptism is about, ‘appetize’ her we did; and she has the certificate to prove it! 
 
Following the ceremony, the celebration continued with a poolside barbecue and fellowship. It was a 
day that we will long remember. You se, although we did not even think about it when scheduling the 
date, July 30, 2017 marked the last Sunday in our third year together. Seeing how our family has grown 
gives ys great hope and we eagerly anticipate what God will do in the future. 
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Prayer on Facebook             
We have begun to put a weekly prayer post on our 
Facebook site (ABC Vermont & New Hampshire) to 
be able to join in prayer with others for specific 
needs from our ABC-VNH family. The post will be 
changed every Tuesday and feature two churches to 
pray for that week. Rev. Dale Edwards will also post 
region requests for us to pray for on a regular basis. 
 
If you read a post and pray for it, “like” the prayer 
request as an added comfort to the person who 
posted it.  Also, feel free to add an encouraging 
word, a scripture or a comment to the post.  If you 
read the page early in the week, you are urged to 
check the page numerous times throughout the 
week to see added requests.  Every prayer request 
will be prayed for as we have volunteers who have 
committed to oversee the site.  

 

 
 
Mission Project Opportunity in Dominican Republic       
FBC Hanover in Etna will host a mission project in the Dominican Republic, April 9-17, 2018. The project 
will be in a village north of Boca Chica, along the southern coast. The team will conduct a four day Bible 
School for village children, and worship with the church where a small parsonage apartment will be 
built for the pastor. Team member cost is $1500 (partial scholarships available). For more information, 
contact Pastor Mike Hall, 610-223-6204. 
 
 

Clergy & Ministerial Leaders Monthly Association Meetings      
 

Association Date Time Location Contact 

         

Central Fri., Nov. 17 8:15 a.m. 
The Fort Restaurant,  

Lebanon, NH 
Steve Hammond 

Green & White Tues., Nov. 14 10:00 a.m. 
Community Baptist Church, 

Whitefield, NH 
Greg Vigne 

Lakes Thurs., Nov. 9 8:30 a.m. The Soda Shoppe, Laconia Linda Bolton 
Monadnock   Not meeting in November Charlie Boucher 
Northwest Tues., Nov. 14 9:30 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Burlington Karen Mendes 
Southeast Tues., Nov. 14 8:00 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Exeter Ken Lawrence 
Southern Tues., Nov. 14 11:30 a.m. Blake’s Restaurant, Manchester Malcolm Widness 

Southwest Thur. Nov. 16 9:30 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Bennington Kathleen Blackey 
Women Mini-

sterial Leaders 
Tues., Nov. 21 10:00 a.m. United Baptist Church, Concord Linda Bolton 
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AB Home Mission Societies Pledges to Rebuild, Restore, Renew Puerto Rico   
In response to the devastating one-two punch leveled at Puerto Rico first by Hurricane Irma and most 
recently by Hurricane Maria, American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS), in partnership with 
American Baptist Churches USA (ABCUSA), will launch a multi-year initiative, “Rebuilding, Restoring, 
Renewing Puerto Rico,” Executive Director Dr. Jeffrey Haggray announced today. 
 
“Rebuilding, Restoring, Renewing Puerto Rico” seeks to raise $1 million within the next three to six 
months through One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) to support rebuilding the homes, churches and 
lives of our brothers and sister in Christ. ABHMS has pledged $25,000 to launch this major renewal 
effort, matching OGHS funds already earmarked for Puerto Rico recovery. 
 
“Within the next three to five years,” Haggray said, “we will work with our American Baptist partners 
to restore all 114 churches and nine missions in the Iglesias Bautistas de Puerto Rico as well as 
Corporacion Milagros del Amor and Seminario Evangélico de Puerto Rico.” 
 
Adds ABCUSA General Secretary the Rev. Dr. Lee B. Spitzer: “I wholeheartedly endorse this 
denomination-wide effort to come alongside one of our regions. I hope every American Baptist will 
give generously to rebuild the Iglesias Bautistas de Puerto Rico. In the midst of all the calamities that 
have hit Texas, Louisiana, Florida, Puerto Rico, the Caribbean and Mexico City, God demonstrates his 
loving presence through the prayers and deeds of God’s people. We stand in solidarity with those 
struggling to rebuild their lives.” 
 
News reports cited “catastrophic flooding” on the island yesterday, a day after Hurricane Maria made 
landfall there as a Category 4 storm with winds up to 155 mph. The storm, which left the entire island 
without electricity, has been described as the “worst storm to hit the island in a century.” Its fury left 
behind a trail of destruction across Puerto Rico. 
 
In this first phase of the long-term ABHMS initiative, a task force of staff and American Baptist partners 
is being convened by Victoria Goff, associate director, Mission Advancement and Passionary 
Movement, to develop a comprehensive plan for sustained support of the region. The Rev. Salvador 
Orellana, director of Latino Ministries, will provide logistical and relational support to the initiative. 
 
“We are dedicating staff to work on this,” said Haggray. “We are coordinating a national response, and 
we will work closely with our partners in Puerto Rico in this ministry of intervention.” 
 
Please give generously to the Rebuilding, Restoring, Renewing Puerto Rico multi-year initiative. Your 
contribution, no matter the size, will make a big difference for our Puerto Rican American Baptist 
family. Last year, the U.S. Census Bureau reported that close to half of the population in Puerto Rico 
was living in poverty. 
 
Donations may be made via your church; via credit card online at abhms.org > GIVE NOW; or via a 
check designated to “OGHS-Puerto Rico” and mailed to the attention of Kim Wilkins at American 
Baptist Home Mission Societies, P.O. Box 851, Valley Forge, PA, 19482-0851. One hundred percent of 
donations go to relief efforts; no dollars are retained for administrative costs. To ensure that your 
church receives credit for your gift, write the church name on your check or, if giving online, in the 
“comment” box. 
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Fresh Expressions             
The trustees of our Region have voted to continue our relationship with Fresh Expressions. This year 
approximately 135 people came out to two Vision Days – one in New Hampshire and one in Vermont. There 
continues to be requests for assistance from Fresh Expressions in our changing culture. 
 
Each fresh expression is uniquely adapted to a particular context, often forming around a shared interest 
(knitting, biking, music), and gathering in easily accessible spaces outside of church settings (homes, coffee 
shops, community buildings). The focus is on forming faith communities for the never-churched and the un-
churched, while maintaining relationship of these new groups to established churches. Fresh Expressions is not a 
growth program, or a church planting methodology. Instead, it is a philosophy of extending the church outside 
of the four walls to bring the good news of Jesus to the one whom Jesus loves.  

 
 

News in the Region            
Pastor Tyler Smith’s ordination celebration will be at 

Georgia Plain Baptist Church on Sunday, November 19th 
at 3pm. The picture is of him with his family. 

Pastor Matt Beem was installed as pastor of The Baptist 
Church of Franklin, NH on October 28th. 

Manchester French Speaking Baptist Church will be hosting 
the Haitian Baptist Alliance Annual Meeting this month. 

Rev. Dr. Lee Spitzer with be speaking at a luncheon for all 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary Alumni on 
November 27th. For more information, please contact 
Rev. Dr. Ron Bouthillette at rjbouthillette@comcast.net. 

 
 
 
 
 

Annual Gathering 2018              
The Annual Gathering next year 
will take place on March 2-3, 
2018 at the Fireside Inn and 
Suites in West Lebanon, NH. 
Rev. Sharon Koh, Executive 
Director of International 
Ministries will be speaking on 
Friday, and Rev. Dr. Lee Spitzer, 
General Secretary of ABCUSA 
will be speaking on Saturday. 

     

 

 

 
Rev. Sharon Koh              Rev. Dr. Lee Spitzer 
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Camp Sentinel News              
As the seasons change, fall is in the air. The leaves are turning and appear as though they are “painted” beautiful 
bright colors. We are full swing in group season, with schools and church groups coming to enjoy the stillness of 
the autumn grounds.  
 
This 68th summer season was exciting as 720 campers came to the grounds of Sentinel. Our summer Bible study 
theme explored the All-Surpassing POWER of God and what it looks like to store up this POWER in humble 
earthenware jars of clay. Each day we unpacked a different aspect of how we are to live for God by standing for 
TRUTH, shining light out of darkness, storing up this treasure in jars of clay, and His life at work within us.  
 
Some highlights of this year include: the opening of Aspen Acres cabin in the boys village and an international 
partnership. 18 children from Beijing, China joined us for two weeks this summer. Most importantly campers like 
Alex, a 7 year old boy, dedicated his life to Jesus Christ. London, a 10 year old girl came forward for baptism to 
proclaim her faith boldly in Jesus Christ and Omar's church called, sharing that he too came forward for Baptism 
because of what he learned this summer at Sentinel, so did Mary and Cody. Our purpose is simple- to clear the 
path for people to experience Christ through the stillness of the outdoors. Thank you for being a part of this 
special movement to maximize ministry for God's Glory!  
 
Spiritual transformation of people happens through the stillness of the grounds, when we quiet our lives before 
God. At Sentinel young people are given an even playing field to make authentic lifelong friendships. The staff 
and mentors provide the opportunity to learn good social skills and resolve conflict in a Biblical way in the 
sandbox of life. Sentinel provides a safe place for youth to grow in personal relationship with Christ and are 
given the opportunity to foster their connection with who God is, and understand the importance of His 
unconditional love for them.  
 
As God’s creation prepares for winter, we look forward with anticipation to next summer and what God has in 
store. Thank you for standing with us in ministry partnership through prayer and financial support. Please 
consider helping Sentinel finish the year strong by giving a tax deductible gift. We love doing ministry together!  
 
 
 

Remembering in our Prayers             
 Churches who are in the process of searching for pastors. 


