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A Note About Our Newsletters             

 

We are in the process of shifting how we communicate within the ABC Vermont and 
New Hampshire Region! Our plan in the future is to send out two newsletters a month. 
The first newsletter, which will come out at the beginning of the month, will primarily be 
on the Mission and the Ministry of the Region. The second newsletter, which will come 
out in the middle of the month, will be on what’s happening in our churches. Those who 
are getting the newsletter by mail will receive both together once a month. As we make 
this transition, we will be sending out interim newsletter, like this one.  
 
If you have anything you would like to share in the newsletter, please email Kathleen 
Blackey at kathleen.blackey@abcvnh.org. We would appreciate your prayers and your 
patience as we make this transition! 
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From Rev. Dale Edwards – Region Minister        

Half a Bubble off Plumb 
Leading up to Labor Day weekend, I had a new unsolicited 
experience, which has not quite left me.  I had several 
episodes of something called vertigo.  My doctor explained 
that the “bubble” in my carpenter’s level is stuck on one end, 
and in time it will self-correct and get back to the middle of 
the level where it should be.   And low and behold, when my 
bubble is once again in the correct spot, I will regain my 
balance.   

I couldn’t help compare my balance issue and the wayward bubble to the human 
soul.  The soul like the bubble moves out of its center to an extreme edge.   “Heresy” is 
often described as truth pushed into extremes.  We might say truth unbalanced.   During 
the Great Awakening Jonathan Edwards warned that when the devil can’t hold back a 
revival he pushes it headlong in excess to discredit God’s work.  Why is there a human 
need to over correct and over compensate, to search out the extreme?  I wonder if 
searching out the extremes gives us a false sense of control, or a new identity, or a 
superior stance over against others.   The bubble in the level moves very easily.   When 
my soul is unbalanced I think, say, and do dumb stuff. 

For many years I have thought that churches should be islands of sanity in a dizzying 
world.   If there is any place where the bubble rest firm, it is the place where the Gospel 
is proclaimed and taught and lived out.   But sadly, sometimes this is not true of our 
lives together.   So many things, fringe thinks, unimportant things, miniscule things, 
attract our passion away from Christ.  Even important things unbalance the soul, until 
the soul no longer rest in Christ.  Lately I pray for my balance to be restored, and 
wonder if my soul has drifted to the edges on some things.   I wonder if some of things 
that occupy my mind are not what should be pre-eminent in the frontal lobes.   Raw 
faith seems to be the only redemption, the eternal corrective bringing the soul back to 
its rightful place.  The tax collector in the temple was right, “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of 

God, have mercy on me a sinner.”   
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First Haitian Baptist Church of Manchester Update               
The Region has been helping this congregation as they work towards buying their own building in 
Manchester, NH.  
 
Regarding their church building purchase project, they report that they are still struggling to come up 
with the needed amount for the necessary closing to be done before the end of this year. The total 
cost of the deal is $400,000. By the grace of God, they have reached an agreement with the owner of 
the property to start using it right at the beginning of January of this year 2016 until December 31st to 
conclude everything. They had to make a deposit of $150,000 (borrowed from church friends) with 
promise to bring in the $250,000 by the deadline or before. For now that remaining balance is their big 
dilemma. 
 
They are calling our ABC friends to come to our rescue with every amount they may have. They are 
currently fundraising, but the total collected amount to date is only $35,000. They are still far from 
their goal. They are asking for everyone to pray for them and to help them in any way they can. During 
the Annual Gathering this year in Salem they received less than $1,000. They are very grateful to those 
who have responded with what they could afford knowing that God will bless them in return. However 
the challenge for us is still very serious as time is running out, and most of the banks including ABEX are 
giving them a hard time with their financing. 
 
Please pray for them and help us any way possible in the name of Jesus, our common Savior & Lord. 
Thank you all and God bless you! To contact their pastor: Rev. Renaud Dumont 603-860-8792 or 
pastordumont@yahoo.com. 
 

Mission At Our Doorstep           

This past July a group of 
approximately 90 people 
from Calvary Baptist Church 
in Lexington, Kentucky came 
for a week and to serve a few 
of our American Baptist 
Churches of Vermont and 
New Hampshire.  They 
stayed at Trinity Baptist 
Church in West Lebanon, NH 

and wanted to do projects easily accessible from their location.  
 

At Cavendish Baptist Church they are put on a kids camp! At 
First Baptist Church of South Londonderry they helped on the 
church’s new building, after their previous one was destroyed 
by a fire in 2010. At United Church of Cornish they installed a 
new sign and built a ramp. At the Union Church Community 
in Christ they painted the exterior of their church building. 
The Region continues to work on making connections to help 
the local churches! 
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Prayer Concerns             
 For Rev. Ben Hamblett, who is recovering from a stroke. 

 For Rev. Dr. Bertha Perkins, who is currently in St. Joseph Hospital in Nashua, NH. 

         
Clergy & Ministerial Leaders Monthly Association Meetings      
 

Association Date Time Location Contact 

         

Central Fri., Oct. 21 8:15 a.m. 
McKenna’s Restaurant, 

New London 
Dale Nicholas 

Green & White* Sat., Oct. 15 10:00 a.m. 
Community Baptist Church  

of Whitefield, NH 
Greg Vigne 

Lakes Thurs., Oct. 13 8:00 a.m. The Soda Shop, Laconia Linda Bolton 

Monadnock Fri., Oct 7 8:30 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Keene Charlie Boucher 

Northwest Tues., Oct. 11 9:30 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Burlington David Wood 

Southeast Tues., Oct. 11 8:00 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Brentwood ? 

Southern Tues., Oct. 11 11:30 a.m. Blake’s Restaurant, Manchester John Cerrato 

Southwest Thurs. Oct. 13 9:30 a.m. 1st Baptist Church, Bennington Kathleen Blackey 

Women Mini-
sterial Leaders 

Tues., Oct. 17 10:00 a.m. United Baptist Church, Concord Linda Bolton 

 

*This meeting is the Association Annual Meeting. They are in the midst of revamping their ministerial 
meetings and the Annual Meeting will be a key part of that process. 
 
 

Sentinel Ministries Update          
"Day is dying in the west..." as the curtain closes on our 67th camp season, I reflect on the great things 
God has done through Sentinel this summer. Over 700 campers were challenged to maintain their 
connection with God and take what they learned and impact the world with love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. During the last 15 days of the summer, 9 
church groups with 889 guests came through the stillness of the grounds. For a small camp like 
Sentinel, this growth is amazing to watch.  I am thankful for the volunteers, friends and staff who give 
countless hours of their time, talents and treasures to help make this happen, all for the Glory of God. 
 

Pastors and ministry leaders the Wixson Ministry cabin is a place where you can find rest on the 
mountainside.  Wixson Ministry Cottage at Sentinel is a year round cabin with two bedroom/one bath 
with a full kitchen and comfortable living room. The Wixson Ministry Retreat is available to pastors, 
missionaries and lay people who are directly involved in ministry, along with their household families 
for a donation. Meals are not provided, so bring your own food and use the cabin’s full kitchen in the 
preparation of meals; dishes, pots and pans are provided.  Sentinel is the perfect spot to enjoy hiking, 
swimming, or take rest while rocking on the porch while listening to the loons. 
 
See you on the mountaintop! 
Rev. Kevin Van Brunt “Pk” 

Executive Director, Camp Sentinel 
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New Pastors in Vermont & New Hampshire         
We will be highlighting new pastors in our region. Our first two are Andy Sutton and Rebecca Sommons. 
 
Andy Sutton 
"Oh, so you like the Wizard of Oz?"  "Have you ever seen a 
tornado?"  These are common questions I get asked when I tell 
people in New England that I am from Wichita, Kansas!  I grew up 
there and went to the University of Kansas to study management 
and leadership in the business school.  During college I attended a 
local church as well as the Navigators campus ministry.  Through 
college I became less and less interested in pursuing a business 
career and more and more burdened for people who were living in 
darkness.  God called me into ministry through discipleship 
relationships and the preaching of His Word. 
 
A year after college I traveled up to the north shore neighborhood 
of Boston to study at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary where I received my Master of Divinity and 
Master of Theology in Preaching.  Through my time at seminary, I felt called to stay in New England and 
serve the local church in its renewal and fruitfulness.  I now am a little over a month into my first 
ministry as pastor at Trinity Baptist Church just south of Dartmouth College in Hanover, NH. 
 
I am excited to preach God's word and build relationships with people in the upper valley and in the 
Dartmouth community.  The church is small but has a lot of potential in such a transient and happening 
area.  I am praying that God would use His Word and His people in the area to build His church in and 
through Trinity Baptist Church. 

 

Rebecca Sommons 
More than twenty-one years ago, my husband Matthew 
and I began our honeymoon in Middlebury, Vermont. 
We fell in love with New England and hoped that 
someday we might get the chance to live in this 
beautiful part of the country. Life has taken some twists 
and turns in the last couple of decades, but we are 
delighted that God has led us to Manchester Center, 
Vermont. It is amazing to wake up to Mount Equinox 
outside our window! Along with our two daughters, Grace (18) and Natalie (15), we are enjoying the 
scenic charm or our new hometown. 

First Baptist Church is equally charming! The people are gracious and thoughtful both with us and each 
other. It is exciting to see their commitment to prayer and responsiveness to the Holy Spirit. I am 
grateful for the call to serve as the pastor for this loving congregation. I felt like I was riding one wave 
after another as graduated from Palmer Theological Seminary in May, was ordained by the 
Philadelphia Baptist Association of American Baptist Churches in July, and began ministering at First 
Baptist Church in August. God is very good! I look forward to getting to know more of my brothers and 

sisters in Christ in Vermont and New Hampshire in the coming months.   
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Ministers Council of Vermont & New Hampshire News for Pastors              
 

This summer was the beginning of hopefully years of enjoyment of the “Wixson Ministry Cabin” at 
Camp Sentinel, made possible through the Ministers Council.  It is free of charge for pastors, 
missionaries and ministry leaders and their families-- all year long.  Another development just this 
summer has been to ask two individuals to take on visitations of the retired pastors in our 
Region.  There have been a number of budget cuts this year so we will not be having any sponsored 
retreats or group events, such as we had on the Mt. Washington on Lake Winnipesaukee last year.  We 
are tightening our budget in hopes of returning our investment funds to a base of $500,000.  With 
these cuts, possibly a better economy and other factors returning us to that reasonable financial base, 
we hope to be able to have a sustainable budget of ministry at approximately $30,000 per year for 
years to come.  Our Executive Board is scheduled to meet Tuesday, October 4 at 10 am at the First 
Baptist Church of Newport, NH. If you are an ABC minister in this Region, and have not already done 
so, please consider being a member of the Ministers Council of VNH.   
 
In Christ, 
Rev. Steve Hammond,  
President 
 

Institute for Learning Opportunities          
IFL101   Spiritual Formation  
This is great course for all church members seeking deeper spiritual strength and direction.  Register by 
going to the IFL website at instituteforlearningvtnh.org or by contacting Rev. George Keeler at 802-886-
2672.  Classes will be taught by Rev. Carolyn Clarke who has been active throughout our region in the 
Holy Spirit Ministries.  The cost for the course is $250 tuition and participants can earn 2 credits 
toward the Foundations in Christianity certificate offered by the Institute for Learning, ABC/VNH. 
Classes will begin on October 8, 2016 and will be held at the United Baptist Church in Concord, NH (39 
Fayette Street, Concord, NH 03301) on Saturdays from 9:30 to noon on Oct. 8, Nov. 5, Dec. 3, Jan. 7, 
Feb. 4, Mar. 4, Apr. 1, and May 6. 
 
- Internet Courses Coming Soon -  
IFL Course 201, Church Leadership, Winter 2016 - This is the key course for all church leaders and 
covers both the spiritual foundation and legal requirements for church leadership positions like 
Trustees, Elders, Deacons, Discipleship Teams, Boards of Christian Education, and other small group 
leaders.   
 
IFL Course 105, American Baptist Churches, Spring 2017 - This course provides the basic American 
Baptist Polity information needed for all pastors of American Baptist Churches and church members 
interested in a better understanding of the history and basic beliefs of American Baptists.  
 

25 to Life              

October 22: Dinner at Common Man, Claremont, NH 
We'll connect with other pastors and their spouses, hear some wisdom from a northern New England pastor, 
and enjoy a delicious CM dinner. Childcare may be available for this event - more info coming later. To register, 
please email preacherman144@hotmail.com. Registration deadline is: October 7th. 

To connect with 25 to Life online, visit 25toLifeforJesus.com. 

http://instituteforlearningvtnh.org/
mailto:preacherman144@hotmail.com
http://www.25tolifeforjesus.com/
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Annual Gathering 2017                   
The Annual Gathering Committee has met, and they have decided to have the gathering in Lebanon, 
New Hampshire in 2017 and have already lined up one of their speakers. They are also planning to hold 
the meeting in March instead of May. 

         
New Staff in the Region            

We have some new people working for the Region. Here is a little bit about them: 
 
Sue Wyand – Office Administrator 
Joining the ABC/VNH staff is coming full circle, in a way, for Sue as it 
was 29 years ago in New Hampshire that she began her ministry as a 
pastor's wife. After a number of years in public and private 
education assisting students in the college application process, it 
feels good to Sue to be back in Christian ministry and she looks 
forward to supporting the people and churches within our region. 
 
Sue has been married to Bob, the Property/Finance Manager for 
ABC/VNH for 32 years. They have 4 awesome adult children and just 
over a year ago purchased their own home after living in parsonages 
for most of their married life. The list of renovation projects is taking 
shape! 
 
Accompanying Bob as he has been providing pulpit supply around the region is a new experience for 
Sue, but they have both enjoyed the warm and friendly congregations they have met so far. If you call 
or stop by the region office on Mondays, Wednesdays or Thursdays, Sue will look forward to getting to 
know you! 
 

Kathleen Blackey – Communications and Social Media 
Having grown up in central New Hampshire and now living in Vermont, 
Kathleen is no stranger to the Region. She has been serving alongside her 
husband, Chris, as they have been co-pastors of the First Baptist Church 
of South Londonderry for over six years.  While she knew that life as a 
pastor would be an adventure, nothing could quite prepare her for the 
fire that destroyed the church building six months after moving to 
Vermont and the rebuilding process. But, she is so grateful that God 
brought her there to serve that community and is excited to be now 
serving the Region in a new way. 
 
Kathleen graduated from Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary with a 
Master of Divinity and was ordained in 2009. Her and her husband are 
high school sweethearts and live in South Londonderry with their three children – Sarah (6), Daniel (4), 
and a little girl due to arrive in November! Her family loves to camp in their pop-up camper during the 
summers and ski in the winters. 
 


